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EPISTLE 


TO 


Young Readers 


Looking towards the 
Kingdom of God. 


Dearly Beloved in our Lord, 


HE Hopes, that there is 

. a Harveſt of Toung Ones 

to Chriſt, for hich tne Fie'ds 
are Alrerdy White, when Chriſt 
ſhall have in this ſenſe the Dew 
of his Youth frow the Womb 
of tte Mcrning, ard You Free- 
A 2 will 


Cs. 


"I 
—_ —_—_—————— 


| The Epiſtle to 


_— 


Mt 


will Offerings to Him in that 
Day of his Power, 1s gives 
Encouragement a | this Adadreſ s 
to you, in Confidence, there will 
be 'many of You Readers: It 
z Evident, Young Perſons are 
One Emdtnent Portion of the 
Lord Teſs his Love, and Care ; 
and ſo of the Goſpel Miniſtry, 
and of the Servants of God in 
all Ages; (39d was aſſured of 
Abraham, he would IniftruCt hzs 
Children. aftcr Him 7%: hs 
Knowledge, and Fear : Moſes 
took great Care of this, to leave 
Monuments for Toung Traelites 
growing up ; David the Father 
gave Excellent F- rinciples to his 
$072 Solomon 5 And in a Holy 
Leal, and Love to Youngs Men, 
cries out, Wherewithal ſhall a 


Young Man cleante his Way ? 
As 


——— 


Young Readers. 


—— — 


As if he ſhoul&ſay, What Spiri- 
tual Envine ſhall I find to raiſe 
the Hearts of Youns Men, to 
Buoy them up from the World, 
the Raging Sea of Vanity, Liſt, 
and Wickedneſs 2 I ſhould re- 
Joice in ſuch a One, and I have 
found it, even thy Word , to 
which they ſhould always give 
heed. Solomon in this Peni- 
tential Sermon of his, after ſome 
Declinings, recovering the Piety 
of his Touth in which he ſtiles 
himſelf Eccleſiaſtes, or the 
Preacher 3s much engaged in it ;, 
as you will ſee in the Following 
Diſcourſes. Jeſus Chriſt 7 
I ove to the Riſmmg Hopes of 
Young Ones, Bleſjed early, ever 
Infant Aze : The Beloved Apo- 
ſtle, that lay in the Bolom of 
Chriſt, ſays, I write to you, 

A 3 Young 
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Young Men, becauſe you are 
ſtrong, Vigorows in Mind, Bo- 
dy, full of Spirit, and Vivacity 
and in all of them who are Chri- 
ſtians, the Word of God abi- 
deth ; and as Vigorous Perſons, 
the Champions of Chriſt over- 
come the Wicked One, though 
the Sirong Man ; Obadiah tear- 
ed Gcd from his Youth, that 
early Saint of the Old Teſta- 
ment : Timothy of the New 
Teſtament, Knew the Scrip- 
tures from a Child, Chriſt 
remembers the Kindneſs of 
Youth, the Love »f Firſt E- 
ſpouſals, before farther Alienati- 
ons from him, and Projtitutions 
to Sin, Sitan, the World :;, His 
Soul deires the Firſt Ripe 
Fruit. Oh that all this might 
perſwade ;, But I eſpecially re- 


commend 


ment, 


Young Readers. 


— 


commend the following Dired:- 
ons, prepar*d for you, given 
forth by ſome Excellent Maſter 
of Aflembly, whom I will not 
attempt to ſuppoſe, who he was, 
being not entruſted with it ;, and 
whether he did not Animam in 
Vulnere Ponere ; He did pot 
draw out his very Spirit , and 
Life in ſbooting this Sharp Ar- 
row of Chriſt into your Hearts, 
that you might fall under Chriſt , 
Oh therefore, You in the Aſcen- 
dency of Life, againſt all Temp- 
tation, flee Touthful Tufts, ſa- 
crifice this Choice Part of Life 
to God : take heed that Curſe 
. come not on you; You who have 
in your lock this Male of 
Life, even Youth, Oh deſign not 
to Vow, to Sacrifice to God the 
Corrupt Thing of Old Age ; 


Grown 
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Giew old in Sin : The Brand 
of a Deceiver is ſet on all ſuch ; 

Know therefore in this your 
Day, #he Lord hath made for 
you the Day of your Viſitation, 

the Accepted Day of Salvati- 
On, the Things of your Peace ; 
This is recommended to Jon, in 
the followins InſtruFions, un- 
der the Bleſſing of the Eternal 
Father, through the Redemption 
of the Brernal Sor, by the mighty 
Effrcacy of the Eternal Spirit, 

the One Eternal God, the Arn- 
cient of Days, the Father of 
Lights, with whom is no va- 
riation of Age, nor ſhadow of 
Turming to the Weſt of Days, to © 
whom be Glory for Ever. |< 


T'O 


READER. 


T may not be amifi to inform thee, 
[| that this Piece tio haſt now in thy 
- Hand may truly hc cailcd Orphan, 
and therefore it cannot be expcfaed to 
come forth in'ſuch a Curious Drefs,, as 
Leconies the Child of ſuch a Parent, 
there being no poſſuvitiy of acceſs to his 
$8704 7 a oh Tet I 
ſtanding *( 1 hope ) there are many FF it- 
neſſes > kg B24, into whoſe Fonds tt 
may come, that may give ſufficient Te- 
ftimony of its Legitimacy, 1t cannot 
be at all queſtioned, but you who have 
ſo often defired, and have with plea- 
ſure heard its Voice, but will alſo add 
this Requeſt to your former, Let me 
ſee thy Face. It now with Samuel 
to Eli cries out, Here am I, for thou 
didit call me. Say not .of it as the 
God of Iſrac], How ſhall I put thee 
among the Children ? But let this 
which was the Parents Benoni, be thy 
Benja- 


- 


- To the Reader. 


Benjamin ; and the rather, becarſe, 
Cas the Reverend Mr, Mead ſays ) 

* The Publithing the 
* Preface to Fur Labours of ſuch 
Ujeful Diſcourſes Men of Worth , is 
by ]. Burroughs. of Happy Tendency 

to promote our 
Communion with them in the Spi- 
rit, whom it may be we never ſaw 
in the Fleſh; and it is to be reckon- 
ed among our Merctes, when the 
Dead are made to ſpeak, that the 
Living may be perſwaded to hear. 
May the God of Heaven attend this 
Eſſay with his Bleſſing, that its Pub. 
lication may he attended with ſuch 
Succeſs, as was the Author*s Deſign in 
its Preaching ; and may'jt thou vy this 
Small Trad be Enabled to have 'an Eye 
to that Reward which now he reaps as 
the end of ſo Liberal a Seed-time here, 


even Everlaſting Joy and Felicity in 
the World to come, 2 n 


Farewel. , 


THE 
Young Man's 


REMEMBRANCER. 


——_ 


I. DISCOURSE. 


——_ 


Eccleſ. x11. 1. Remember now thy Creator mm 


the Days of thy Touth, while the Evil Days 
come not, nor the Tears draw nigh, in 


which thou ſhalt fay, I have no Pleaſure 
in them. 


H E Two great Duties of the 

Chriſtian Lite, are, to Ceaſe . 
to do Evil, and to Learn to 4o 
Well ; the one is Negative, God- 
lines; the other is Poſitive ; the 
latter can never be without the 
former. No Man can be Good that 
doth not Ceaſe to be Evil; and 


there- 
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theretore $o/omon Exhorts to the 
former in the Laſt Verſe of the 
foregoing Chapter,and he brings it 
in with an Illative Particle, Pt a- 
way Evil from thy Fleſh. It referrs 
to the Ninth Verſe, Know thou 
that for all theſe things God will 
bring thee to Judgment. Theſe 
things, that is, theſe youthful 
Luſts, theſe ſenſual Pleaſures, 
which by a ſharp Satyr he does 
reprove in the former part of the 
Verſe, Rejorce, O young Man, in 
thy Youth, andlet thy Heart Cheer 
thee in the Days of thy Youth, and 
Walk in the Ways of thy own Heart, 
and in the Sight of thine Eyes. As 
if he ſhould fay, if thou art re- 
ſolved upon thy Lufts, and bent 
to ſpend thy Youthful Days in 
thy ſenſual Delights, why then go 
on and take thy Courſe, but con- 
{ider were this will end, and what 
follows; there isa Reckoning Day 
2 coming, thy pleafant-Way will 
have a doleful End ; though - 
C- 


— WW. Hl _ 


——_— OC ER —— — — ———— 


Remembrancer. 2 


Beginning may be Sweet, the Con- 
clulion will be Bitter ; for thou 
mult Die e're long, nor canfſt thou 
ſay how ſoon, and then thou mutt 
anſwer to God, for all thy ſinful 
Courſes, and ſenſual Vanities; for 
Know that for all theſe things God 
will bring thee to Judgment, and 
therefore Put away Evil from thy 
Fleſh. 

And then he proceeds to Exhort 
to the Pofitive Part of Godlineſs, 
and that 'in the Words of the 
Text, Remember now thy Creator 
in the Days of thy Youth, He 
tells you in the Laſt Words of the 
former Verſe, Childhood and Youth - 
are Vanity; and the Vanity of it 
appears in nothing more than in 
indulging to Senſe and Fleſh, and 
forgetting God ; theretore theſe 
Words of the Text are the wiſe 
Man's Memento to young Ones, 
wherein he gives this ſeaſonable 
Counſel for the Cure of their Va- 
nities, Remember now thy Crea- 

B tor 
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tor inthe Days of thy Touth, whilſt 
the Evil Days come not, nor 'the 
Tears draw nigh, when thou ſhalt 
ſay, 1 have no Pleaſure in them.” 


—_— 


ment 


In which Words you have an | 


Exhortation to a very concerning 
Duty, and it is -backed with a 


threefold Argument in the Six fol- | 


lowing Verſes. In the Duty ex- 
horted to, you have Three Things. 
Firſt, The Act, Remember. 
Secondly, The Objett to be 
Remembred, 1Þy Creator. | 
Thirdly, The Time when he 
muſt be Remembred, Now. Re- 
member now thy Creator : But 


Teft you ſhould think that this 


Nom takes inthe whole Time of 


this Life,therefore he Excludes the 
latter Part of Life, and Limits this 
now to the former Part, Remember 
now thy Creator in the Days of thy 
Touth. 


And then you have a Three- 


fold Argument” or Motive upon 
which the Duty is urged, 
Old 


, 
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- Ola Age, with its ; Infirmities, 
Haſtening. 

Mortality Approaching. And, 

Judgment Enſuing. 

Firſt, The Approaching of old 
Age, with the Infirmities that ac- 
company it ; that we have in 
thoſe Words, While the evil Days 
come not, nor the Tears draw nigh, 

when thou ſhalt ſay, I bave no 
Pleaſure in them ; and what theſe 
Days and Years are, he tells you 
in the Various Alles pories in the 
following Verſes, I-hile the $ Nt, 

or the Light, or the Moon, or the 
Ofars, be not Darkned, nor the 
Clouds Return after Rain, in the 
Day when the Keepers of the Houſe 
ſoall Tremble, and the {11 Ong Men 
Bow themſelves, and the Grinlers 
Ceaſe, and they far. ihat Look out 
at tbe Windows, QC. 

Secondly, You have an Argu- 
ment from Death and Mortality 
approaching. Verſe 15. lan goeth 
to bis Long Home. Verſe 7. Then 

2 fall 
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tor inthe Days of thy Touth, whilſt 
the Evil Days come not, nor ' the 
Tears draw nish, when thou ſhalt 
ſay, 1 have no Pleaſure in them. 
In which Words you have an 
Exhortation to a very concerning 
Duty, and it is -backed with a 
threefold Argument in the Six fol- 
lowing Verſes. In the Duty ex- 
horted to, you have Three Things. 
Firſt, The Act, Remember. 
Secondly, The Objett to be 
Remembred, Thy Creator. 
Thirdly, The Time when he 
muſt be Remembred, Now. Re- 
member now thy Creator : But 


left you ſhould think that this 


nom takes inthe whole Time of 


this Life, therefore he Excludes the 
latter Part of Life, and Limits this 
now to the former Part, Remember 
now thy Creator in the Days of thy 
Touth. 

And then you have a Three- 
fold Argument” or Motive upon 
which the Duty is urged, 

Old 


£ : 
# 
}; 
4 
- 
* 
# 
: 
% 
»? 
[i 
Q 
Py 
4 
4 
#5 
Fo 
\ 


" Ps = = *f <2. L Gas. OY ; bar S 


_ 6 Rory, ORG —_— IEEE af 4 
Aru tne RP YT IE. on > £3, 


—_—_—_____ wu 


"—_ 


Remembrancer. 


| 1 | 


TT OS 


Ol Ape, with its ; Infirmiries, 
Haitening. 


Mortality Approaching. And. 

Judgme!: © En{ung. 

Firſt, Tac Approaching of old 
Ape, with the Infirmities that ac- 
company it ; that we have in 
thole Words, While the evil Days 
come not, nor the Tears draw nigh, 
when thou ſhalt ſay, I bave no 
Pleaſure in them ; and what theſe 
Days and Years are, he tells YOu 
in the various A legor? ies In the 
following Verſes, bile the Str, 
or the Light, or the Moon, or the 
O147s, be not Darkne 'd,. nor the 
Clouds Retiyn afier Rain, in the 
Dey when the Keepe: «of the Houſe 


9k 11 Tremble, anihe Jtrong Men 


Bow the, nſelues. and the Grinkers 

( je, ard the y far. ibat Loo out 
at the Windows, QC. 

Second!y, You have an Argu- 
ment from Dearth and Mortality 
approaching. Verſe 15. lan goetb 
z0 bz Long Home. Ve1 ſe 7. Then 

ÞD 2 ſhall 
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ſhall the Duſt return to the Eartb 
as it was, Then; when ? When 
the Sun, and the Light, Ec. is 
Darkned, when the Keepers of 
the Houſe Tremble, when the 
{trong Men Bow themſelves, and 
and the Grinders Ceaſe, then 
{hall the Duft returnto the Earth 
as it was. 

Thirdly, You have the Judg- 
ment enſuing, Verſe 7. The Spirit 
ſhall return to God who gave 1t ;; 
it is the Soul that is here intended, 
which is frequently called a Spirit, 
becauſe of its Spiritual and Im- 
material Nature; as the Body of 
every one Returns to the Duſk, 
ſo does every Soul Return to God 
not to God as a Chief Good, 
but to God as a Great Judge ; not 
to his Bliſsful Preſence, bur to his 
Judicial Preſence. All Souls do 
not Return to God to Enjoy him, 
for that is the Portion bur of a 
few; but allReturn to God to be 
Judgetl by him, both Good and 
| Bad, 


———__—_ 
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Bad, Saint and Sinner. So fays 
the wile Man in the Third Chap- 
ter of this Book, Verſe 179. God 
ſhall judge the Righteous and the 
Wicked; for there is a Time 
there for every Purpoſe, and for 
everyWork ; 1o that there is fuch 
a Returning of the Soul to God, 
as ſets it before his aweful Tribu- 
nal, where it muſt be Sentenced to 
its Everlaſting State, either to En- 
joy God for Ever, or to be Ever- 
altingly Shut out of his Preſence 
and Favour ; fo that theſe are the 
Arguments to Inforce the Duty. in 
the Text. 
Old Age is Haſtening. 
Death follows it. _ 
And then comes the Judgment. 
In old Age you will have no 
lift to Remember God, in Death 
you cannot Remember God, and in 
Judgment you muſt be called to an 
account for not Remembring God, 
and therefore ſince ir is thus, Re- 
member now thy Creator in the 
B 3 . Days 
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Days of thy Teath. IT ihall open 
the Words, ard then apply them. 

F:r/t, I will begin with the Act, 
Remember, this is applied ſome- ||. 
times to God ; he is ſaid to Re- 
member, God Remembred Noah, 
Ger. 8. 1. He Remembred Abra- 
ham, Gen. 19. 29. He Remem- 
bred his Holy Covenant, Lyke t. 
72, But there is, to ſpeak proper- 
ly, no ſuch thing in God as Re- 
membring; for he that can never 
reads cannot be {aid to Remem- 

Er. 

But it is properly applied to 
Man ; and fo to Remember is ei- 
ther, 

To call to Mind ſome Paſt; or, 


To keep 4 thing in Mind for 
the Time to come. 


Sometimes it is to call to Mind 
ſomething paſt; thus it is ſaid, 
that Peter Remembred the Words 
of Chriſt, Mat. 26. 75. and as it 
Imports keeping in Mind for the 
Time to come, ſo it is ſaid, Re- 

member 


— 
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member the Sabbath Day to keep 
it Holy, Exod. 20. 8. To Remem- 
ber, 1s put here ina double Op- 
- poſition. 

Firſt, It is oppoſed to a For- 
 - Ra the Duty mentioned, 
And, 

Secondly, It is mm to a 
{flighr Performance of ir. Both 
which areSin. 

It is a Sinto forget God, and it 
Is a Sin to have ſlight Thoughts 
of God ; the Att ſhould be ſome 
way an{werable to the ObjeCt; the 
Great God is thy Maker, and he 
ſhould not be put off with {lightly 
ReſpeAs, Remember thy Creator. 

The manner in which the Duty 
iS Inforced, is ſuch as does import, 
that it ought to be our chief Buſi- 
nels. God does not uſe in his 
Word to put his Memento's upon 
flight and indifterent Marters, 
bur upon ſuch Duries as are Ne- 
cellary, and of the greateſt Im- 


portance. As, 
Firf 
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Firſt, To preſs us to Repen- 
tance, Rev. 2.5. Remember from 
whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
Ezek. 16.61, 1 hou ſhalt Remem- 
ber thy Ways, and be Aſhamed. 

Secondly ,, To mind us of our 
latter End, Ecc/e. 11. 8. If a 
Man Live many Tears, and Rejoice 
zn them all, yet let him Remember 
the Days of Darkneſs, for they 
fhall be many. 

Thirdly, To preſs upon us the 
Duty of Sabbath Holineſs, Re- 
member the Sabbath Day to keep it 
Holy, Exod. 29. 8. = ds. FW 

Fourthly, To keep in our Hearts 
the great Works of Providence, 
P/alm 105. 5. Remember the Mar- 
vellous Works that he hath done : 
and Mat. 16. 9. ſays Chriſt, Re- 
member the Frve Loaves that fed 
Five Thouſand, and how many Baſ- 
kets full he took up. 

Ffthly, It is uſed to incite to a 
full and compleat Obedience, Nm. 
15. 39. Remember all the Com- 

mandments 
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mandnents of the Lord to do them. 
$:xthly, To ſtir us up to be 
mindful of himſelf, and therefore 
this Duty of all the reft is charged 
both Negatively and Pofitively. 
| Neeatively, Dext. 8. 11. Be- 
ware that thou forget not the 
Lord thy God. And, 

Poſitively, as in the Words of 
the Text, Remember now thy Crea- 
for. 

But why doth God put a Me- 
mento upon this Duty here ? Why, 
there is a Fivefold Reaſon for it. 

Firſt, To Intimate to us the 
Oppoſition of our corrupt 
Hearts to this great Duty ; natu- 
rally Man cannot endure the Yoak 
of Obedience to God. He is with- 
out God in the World ; God is not 
in all his Thoughts; therefore 

he calls us to Rememher him. 
| Secondly, The Sum of all Reli- 

gion lies in the Obſervation of this 
one Command ; there can be-no_ 
ſuch thing as Religion where God 
b&- 


— 
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is forgotten. Facob gave a ſevere | 
Charee to his Sons concerning Ben- 
7amin, becaul2 he lay neareſt his 
Heart: the Honor ot God lies | 
neareſt his Heart of any thing ; and 
no Man can Honor him, that doth 
not Remember him , theretore he | 
gives {uch a itrict Charge about 18. | 
It is this that frames our Spirits for 
all other Duties, and makes them 
ft for every good Work ; Sin ne- 
ver prevails more upon our Hearts 
than when God is ſhut out of our 
Thoughts ; the Children of I/-ae/ 
did Evil, and. forgat- the Lord, 
therefore R-member thy Creator. 
Thirdly, It implies, that no Age 
is ſo prone to forget God, as that 
of Youth. Youthtul Pleaſures, and 
y outhful Lufts and Vanities.do fre- 
vently turn the Hearr away from 
Cod.th erefore Solomon 11ys, Child- 


bood and Touth are Vanity. in the 
Words before the Text. It is Va- 
nity, both 


In a Natural, and 


In 


| — — 


— 
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In a Moral Reſpect. 

Tt is Vanity in a Natural Re- 
q ſpect, as being Frail and Mortal. 
Though by the Courſe of Nature, 
Young Ones may think to Live 
long, yet by reaſon of the Frailty 
of Nature, they may Die before. 
the Eldeft ; many Younger than 

y you lye yonder Rotting in their 
| Graves. Now thou halt the Seeds 
of Death in thee, and thou haſt 
Sin the .Cauſe of Death cleaving 
to thee, and the Sentence lies a- 
gainſt thee, and therefore tho' thou 
mayelt pleaſe thy ſelt with the 
Thoughts of Living many Years, 
like he Fool in the Golpel, yer 
thou mayeſt Dye before to Mor- 
row, as he did. Thou Fool, this 
Night ſhall thy Soul be requi- 
red of thee. And as Youth is Va- 
nity in a Natural Senſe, © ir is 
in a Moral Senſe, for it is Tain- 
red and Defiled with Luft and 
Corruption all over. Thou 
art a Child of Wrath from the 


Womb 
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Womb, under a' Damning Guilt, 
before ever thou didft com. 
mit one aCQtual Sin , For by the 
Offence of one Judgment came 
upon all Men to Condemnation, 
Rom. 5. 18. But alas! How much 
Guilt haſt thou Contracted by 
thy AfCtual Sin , thy Lying, thy 
Swearing , thy Drunkenneſs , thy 
Gluttonny , thy Pride and Envy, 
thy Lewdneſs and Uncleannelſs, 
thy finful Mirth and Levity , thy 
Slothfulneſs and Vanity , thy Stub- 
bornneſs and Obſtinacy ? Theſe are 
the common Sins of Youth. And 
no wonder that that Soul is prone 
to forget God , where theſe Lufts 
reign; therefore Remember thy 
Creator. 

Fourthly, It is a Duty of the 
Greateſt Equity, not only from 
the Will of him that Commands 
ir, but from the Reaſon of the 
Command it {elf which Conſults 
Man's Good as well as God's Glory, 
and is it not Equal, that we ſhould 
Remem- 


—_— 
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Remember that God that never 
forgets us, and that we ſhould 
mind his Glory who is mindful of 
our Good ?: Behides, how Equal is 
it,that God,who is the Firſt Cauſe, 
the Chief Good, and Laft End, 
{hould be firſt owned, beſt loy- 
ed, and moſt ierved 2 And is it not 
Equal, that Time, being fo rare a 
Jewel, 10 great a Betruſtment, ſo 
Rich a Talent, thould be employed 
for him who gave it; and who 
can either continue it, or cut it 
ſhort, as we either lay it out upon 
God, or protuſely laviſh it upon 
our Luſts? Therefore Remember 
thy Creator. 

F:fthly, God gives us this Me- 
mento, to mind us of that ſtrict 
Account we muft e're long give 
to him for all our Time; Youth is 
to Account to God for a few Years, 
as well as Old Ape is for man 
more ; and therefore the Wile 
Man warns Young Ones of a Judg- 
ment Day tor them, as well as for 

'S thoſe 
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thoſe of more Years, Ecc/e/. 1 1: 

Rejoice, O Toung Man, in thy 
Touth., But know that for all 
thoſe things, God will bring thee 
to Judement, If we do not 
, Remember to keep this Precepr, 
God will Remember to puniſh 
the breach of it. If we forget our 
Obedience to God , he will not 
forget to puniſh our Diſobedience; 
and theretore God puts a Memen- 
to upon this Command, that 10 
.we may be Awakened to our Du- 
ty, from the Senſe of an Approach- 
ing Judgment. Remember thy 
Creator. 

But it is not barely an At of 
the Mind that is here called for; 
it is not enough meerly for you, 
to Remember or Think of Gad, 
for that is done in Hell, they all 
Remember God there; the Memo- 
ry of the Damned 1hall then be 
more quick and ſtrong than ever, 
and {hall bring all your Sins int9 
an Eternal view. Now. the Sos 
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of Youth -are committed and for- 
gotten by us, and we are apt to 
think God forgets them too, and 
that they ſhall never be remem- 
bred more; they ſlay, 1h, the 
Lord ſeeth ws not, Ezek. 8. 12. 
But mark what God ſays, P/alm 
FO. Ver. 21. Theſe things haſt 
thou done ( {peaking of th<ir Sins 
before) Theſe things haſt thou 
done, and I kept Silence 
But I will Reprove thee, and ſet 
them in Order before thine Eyes. 
Every Sin ſhall be ſet in Order, 
and come into Remembrance , 
in that Day. Son, ſays Abrahan 
to the Rich Man, Son, Remember, 
Luke 16. 25. : pointing him 


back to his i»*s. If Sinners 


could but forget in Hell, it would 
be a Comparative Happinefs. A 
Lols thoi:igh never {0 great, yet 
when it is {forgotten the trou- 
ble of ir ceaſes It would be 
an eaſe to Sinners in Hell, it they 
could never think of God more, and 

C 2 if 
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thoſe of more Years, Eccl/e/. 11: 
9. Rejoice, O Toung Man, in thy 
Touth, But know that for all 
thoſe things, God will bring thee 
to Judement, If we do not 
, Remember to keep this Precepr, 
God will Remember to punith 
the breach of it. If we forget our 
Obedience to God , he will not 
forget to puniſh our Diſobedience; 
and therefore God puts a Memen- 
to upon this Command, that 10 
we may be Awakened to our Du- 
ty, from the Senſe of an Approach- 
ing Judgment, Remember thy 
Creator. 

But it is not barely an A&Q of 
the Mind that is here called for; 
it is not enough meerly for you, 
to Remember or Think cf God, 
for that is done in Hell; they all 
Remember God there; the Memo- 
ry of the Damned {hall then be 
more quick and ftrong than ever, 
_ and {hall bring all your Sins {ats 
an Eteinal view. Now the Sins 


of 
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of Youth -are committed and for- 
gotten hy us, and we are apt to 
think God forgets them too, and 
that they ſhall never be remem- 
bred more, they Jay, 1%, the 
Lord ſeeth ws not, EzeR. 8. 12. 
But mark what God lays, P/alm 
50. wer. 21. Theſe thi 15s baſl 
thou done (ſpeaking of tir Sins 
before) Theſe things ba tho# 
done. and 1 kept Silence 
But I will Reprove thee, and { ſet 

them in Order b:fore thine Eyes. 
Every Sin ſhall be ſet in Order, 
and come into Remembrance , 
in that Day. Son, lays Avra 
to the Rich Man, von, Rememver, 
Luke 16. 25. pointing him 
back to his 1%, If SInaer 


could but forget im tic!!, it we 14 
be a CompParative Pp} nol F 
Lois thoi'gh never {o great, vet 


when it is ioreotten the tro 
ble of It CEA T0 Tr V Neg $5 
an eale to S103crs in Hell, it they 
could never think of God more, ——_ 
v7 if 
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if they could raze out the Remem- 
brance of Chriſt and the Goſpel 
out of their Minds, and forget 
that ever they heard of a Redeem- 
er ; to Remember what a God, 
what a Creator, what a Redeem- 
er, What a Heaven, what a Hap- 
pineſs they had tendered to them, 
and therefore might have 1ecured, 
but would not ,to Remember what 
Calls they were once under, to 
Convert and Turn to God, and 
Cloſe with Chriſt and Live, O 
how will this wound and afflict 
in that Day ; I had once the Means 
of Grace , I heard the Preacher 
often Calling and Wooing me to 
leave my Luſts and come to Chriſt, 
I have many times felt the Con- 
victions and Strivings of the Spi- 
Tit in me , under the Word ,, to 
bring it about, and had I had Wil- 
dom to Confider, and a Heart to 
Comply, O how Happy had 1 
been | I might have been one a- 
mongf{t the Bleſſed Saints in Hea- 

Ven, 
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ven, Who are here Tormented a- 
mong{t Damned Spirits. "O how 
often have I had Life and Death 
ſet before me, and therefore this 
Miſery is the Fruit of my own 
Choice ! $ 
To Remember Loſt and Paſt 
Opportunities, O how will this 
Torment !_ Fool thatI was, to have 
ſuch a Price put into my Hands 
to get Wiſdom, as once I had, and 
| yet to have no Heart to it. Wretch 
that I was, that I could find Time 
for every thing elſe, but no Time 
for Eternity. Thad Time to Eat, 
and Drink, and Sleep, and to 
mind the Work of my Calling, 
but no Time to Work out my 
Salvation. I: had Time for my 
Mirth , and my Games, and my 
Sports, and Pleaſures, and Youth- 
ful Vanities, but I could find no 
Time for God and my own Soul. 
To Remember upon what eafte 
Terms they might have Eſcaped 
Wrath and Miſery, and have been 


C3 Happy 
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. Happy forever,will not this wound 
and torment 2 I was not put up- 
on what was Impotflible; Chrift 
told me, His Yoke was Eafie 
and his Burden Light , that his 
Commands were not grievous ; 
'ir was but forfaking my Lufts, 
and Cordially accepting of Chriſt 
for my Saviour and Lord, and 
had been Happy for ever; 
and how reaſonable was this? 
If he had bid me do ſomegreat 
Matter, ſhould I not havedone it ? 
How much more then when he 
laid upon me no other Conditi- 
ons but -theſe, Believe and be Sa- 
ved, Seek my Face and Live. 
Remember thy Creator now in the 
Days of thy oath. 

O how bereft of Judgment 
wasI, when Ithought my ſelf too 
Young for this Work, when I cal- 
led God a Hard Maſter, and his 
Service Bonds and Bondage , 
_ When I Cenfured the Holy Ways 

of God as needleſs FOR 
an 
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and caft off his Holy Laws as too 
Severe and Strict? O Criſt 
Wretch that 'I was and am, not 
to be Perſwaded to Own and 
Imbrace them. 

To Remember what it was that 
they Choſe in lieu of Blefiednels, 
and what they parted with Hea- 
ven and Glory for, this will Amaze 
and Confound a few Short-1i- 
ved Pleaſures, and Carnal De- 
lights, a little Senſual Satisfaction 
of the Fleſh, a few Pleaſant Cups, 
or Sweet Morlels, a Heap of Gold, 
or a Puff of Honour ; this is all 1 
had for my Immortal Soul, and 
Eternal Salvation, and for a Ged 
who is the Chief Good, and in 
whoſe Favour is Life; ſo that you 
ſee God is Remembred in Hell. 
Nay. let me fay it, he is in ſome 
Sence Remembred more there than 
he is here; for here the Ruin is ſo 
DiftraCtted, with divers Lults and 
Senſual Vanities, that they divert 
the Thoughts from their m_ 
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Object, but in Hell there 1s no- 
thing to flatter the Sences, no Ob- 
jeQs to divert them; God is per- 
petually Remembred there, not as 
a Duty, but as a Puniſhment ; not 
as a Comfort, but as a Torment. 
And let metell you, it will be one 
of the greateſt Torments of Sin- 
ners in Hell, to Remember what 
a God they have loſt , what a 
Heaven they have miſled, what 
precious Souls they have. undone. 

But this .Momento here in the 
Text , is a very Compreheniive 
Duty; in this Place it takes in 
the Whole of Religion, it com- 
prehends the W hole Duty of Man. 

It is uſual with the Spirit of 
God in Scripture, to include all the 
Operations of the Soul, in the 
mention of one fingle Act, and 
to denominate the Whole of Re- 
ligion, by ſome one Chief Part of 
it, which is a Principle Productive 
of all the reſt; ſometimes we are 


Commanded to love God, fome- 
| F1mes 
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times to fear God , ſometimes 
to ſeek God.and here in the Text to 
remember God, and in-any one of 
'theſe, all the reft are included; ſo 
that this InjunEtion, to Remember 
thy Creator , points us to a five- 
told Duty , without which it is 
not done as a Duty. 

Firſt, This Remembring implies 
and ſuppoſes Knowledge; you can 
neyer Remember your Creator, un- 
leſs you Know who he is; the Me- 
mory is the Store-Houſe of the 
Soul, where known Truths are 
Treaſured up. Chriſt ſays of the 
Scribe inſtructed for the King- 
dom of Heaven.that he brings oxt of 
his Treaſury Things New and Old. 

Knowledge is the firit Step to 
Salvation; he wil! have all Men 
to be Saved, and come to the Know- 
ledge of the Truth, 1 Tim. 2. 4. 
and therefore the great Delign of 
the Devil is to blor out the Know- 
ledge of God from the Mind ; his 
 Kingdvra is a Kingdom of Dark- 
neſs. 
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neſs, and he rules in the Darkneſs 
of this World ; for he can 
lead the Blind which Way he will; 
and therefore he that doth not 
know God, cannot remember him ; 
and he cannot be rightly known 
but in Jeſus Chrift. If one had a 
Knowledge of God as clear as that 
of the Angels, who never 1inned, 
yet he cannot be rightly known 
by us but in Jeſus Chriſt; with-I 
out the Knowledge of Chriſt , 

we {hall be miſerable with all 
our Knowledge. Though the 
Knowledge of. Chriſt be not fim- 
ply neceſſary to the Angels that 
never ſinned, and therefore 
needed not a Mediator, yet it was 
neceſlary for us who are by Sin 
Obnoxious to Gods Wrath, and 
ſo need a Reconciler, becauſe of 
our Enmity; and a Redeemer, be- 
cauſe of our Slavery ; a Refiner, 
becauſe of our Filthineſs; and a 
Mediator, becauſe of our Diſtance, 
that he may bring us to God ; 


and 
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and therefore the Knowledge of 
Chriſt is as neceflary to Happi- 
neſs, as the Knowledge of God; 
both are Joined together as a 
necdful Means of Salvation. Th:s 
is Life Eternal, to know 
Thee the only true God, and jJe- © 
ſus Chriſt whom thou. haſt ſent, Joh. 
17. 3. If we do not know God, 
we cannot know what is our Du- 
ty to him; and if we do not know 
Chriſt, we cannot know the wa 
| of Performing that Duty ; the 
more we come to underſtand the 
Nature of God, and the Offices 
of Chrift, the more we {hall know 
of® our Duty, and how to do it. 
There can be no Right Knowledge 
of God, but in and by Chrif, 
He 7s the True Light that 
lightens every Man that comes 
into the World, John 1. 9. E- 
very One that: partakes of this 
Light hath it. from Chrift, Na- 
tural Light is from Chriſt, and 
Spiritual Light much more. 


No - 
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No Man hath ſeen God at any 
ime. the only Begotten Son, who ts 
in the Boſom of the Fatber , he 
hath Declared him. John 1. 18. 
And therefore this Remembring 
thy Creator, includes in it the Sa- 
ving Knowledge of God in Chrift. 
Secondly, This Remembring 
includes Faith; he cannot be ſaid 
to Remember God, who doth not 
Depend upon God, and Truft in 
him; therefore David Exprel- 
ſeth his Faith in God, by Remem- 
bring of him. P/a/m 20. 7. 
Some truſt in Chariots, and ſome 1n 
Hor ſes, but we will remember the 
Name of the Lord our God. that 
ts, we will truſt in his Name; 
others truſt in Creatures , but 
we will truſt in the Creator; 
others rely on an Arm of Fleſh, 
but we will rely upon the Name 
of the Lord ; then God is Remem- 
bred aright, when the Reftnem- 
brance of him is accompanied 
with Faith and Truſting, rn in 
od, 


We, 
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God, is the beſt, the trueſt way of 
Remembring of God. 

It is faid of I/-ae/, Plalm 78. 
32. They believed not for his 
Wondrous Works; but when he 
flew them, then they ſought 
him, and they remembred that 
God was their Rock, and the 
High God their Redeemer; that 
is, then they believed. So 
Iſaiah 26; 8. The Deſire of our 
Souls is to thy Name, and to 
the Rememberance of thee ;, that 
is , to keep up the Glory of 
| thy Name, by Acting Faith and 
| Confidence in thy Word and 
| Promiſes. 
| Thirdly, This Remembrance im- 
| plies Repentance ; Forgetfulneſs 
land Impenirence always go to- 
,| gether; Repentance is a Calling 
>| Sin to Remembrance, with a Due 
-| Sence of the Evil of it,and Sorrow 
-| for ir, asit isdone againſt God ; and 
{] how can this be where God is jor. 
n| gotten ? It there be no right Con- 
|, D ceptiors 
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ceptions of the Nature of God, 
His Omniſcience, His Holineſs and 
Fuſtice, there can be no Repentance 
for Sinning againſt him. The 
are frequent Remembrances, freſh 
Views of God, that ,work- to 
Repentance and Self-abhorring. So 
it did in Fob, Chap. 42. 5, 6. 
Mine Eye ſeeth Thee ;, therefore 
F abhor my Self, and Repent in Duſt 
end Aſhes. 

The. Clearer Manifeſtations a 
Soul hath of God, the Deeper 
will its Humiliation for Sin be. 
When Peter remembred the words 
of Chrii#, then he went out and 
Wept bitterly. Till we Remem- 
ber and Conlider God ' in the-Pu- 
rity of | his Holineſs, the Severity 
of his Juſtice, the Tenderneſs of 


his Mercy , the Inevitableneſs of 
his Wrath, we can never truly 
Repent of vin. 

Fourthly, This Remembring © 
God. carries Love in it. Though 
an Qbject be every Way mm 

an 


29 
and made-up of Delights, yet it 
can never be let into the AﬀeCti- 
ons, ſo long as it is ſhut out of the 
Thoughts; nor on the other hand, 
can it be with any pleature Re- 
membred, when it has no room 
in our reſpect. God's Deſtgn and 
End is not fo much to be Remem- 
bred by us, .as to be Loved by us ; 
and his beſpeaking a room in our 
Thoughts, 1s that he may Dwell 
in our Hearts. 

The Higheſt AQ of Honour the 
Creature can do to God, is to truft 
him, and: love him. Thoſe that 
Diſtingviſh the Order of the An- 
gels, place the Seraphims above 
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| the Cherubims, becauſe they have 


2 more ardent Love, as well as a 
more clearer Light; a Remem- 
brance of God, without a ſuitable 
reſpect, will neither be Profitable 
nor Durable; for when any other 
Obje&t Poſſeſſes our AﬀeRtions , 
God is ſoon forſaken and forgot- 
ten ; then a Man Remembers God 


D 2 " aright, 
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aright, when his AﬀeCtions are 
ſuitable to. his Apprehenfions. 

As it is with Sin, a Man hath 
not the right Notion of Sin, unleſs | 
he feel the Weight of it, and loath 
it. Then ſhall ye Remember your 
own Evil Ways, --- and ſhall Loath 
your Selves for your Iniquity, 
Ezek. 36. 31. P 

Or as it is with the Word of 
God, no Man remembers the Word 
aright, it hedonot Believe it, and 
Love it. So no one. can have 
right bo oi ring x of God, who 
has not Choice AﬀeCtion to him, 
and his Chief Delight in him. 
_ Look what that is which we 
Love beſt, and we always think 
of that moſt; what a Man Loves 
beſt, is his Chief Good ; and his 
Chief Good is his Treaſure; and 
where the Treaſure ts, there the 
Heart will be, Chriſt ſays. 

What we Love, we Delight to 
think upon ; as: what we hate, we 
ſoon forget. So it is faid of Zeſhu- 


run, 
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run, Deut. 32. 15. He forgat 
God which made him, and hobrly 
efteemed the Rock of his Salva- 
tion, He lightly efteemed him. 
and therefore foon forgets him. 

If one that is but a common 
Acquaintance with you be Abſent, 
you ſoon forget him ; out of Sighr 
out of Mind ; but a_ boſom Friend, 
2 dear Friend, a Friend that is as 
a Man's own Soul. you cannot for- 
get ſuch a one ; Love will remem- 

him, when the Eye cannor ſee 
him, and makes him Preſent, when 
he is Abſent ; nay, he lives in rhe 
Mind, when perhaps he lies dead. 
in the Grave; therefore I Pray 
mind that Precept 'of our Lord; 
Matth. 22. ver. 37. Thou fhalt 
Love the Lord with all thy Heart,” 
and with all thy Soul, and with 
all thy-Mind. Mark ye, it is not 
{ſaid only, Thou ſhalt Love God 
with all thy: Heart, and. with all 
thy . Sout; © but with all thy-- 
Mind; we Love him with. the - 
D 3 Heart. 
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Heart and Soul, when we Devote 
our ſelves to him; and we Love 
him with our Mind, when we 
have him daily in our Thoughts 
and; Remembrance ; the Deſrreggf 
our Souls is tg thy Name, and tothe 
Remembrance hes Iſa. 26. 8. 
E:fthly , This Remembring - of 
him implies Obedience , Obedi- 
ence to his Will; the Will of God [| 
is the Rule of. Obedience, and 
his Will is made known - in his 
Word. Obedience is Knowledge 
digeſted into AﬀeCtion and Pra- 
Etice. Hence is that Counſel of 
David to. his. Son Solomon, Know 
thou the God of thy Father, and 
Serve him with a. perfelt Heart, 
and with a willing Mind, 1 Chro. 

' 28.9. Paul's fixft Queſtion when 
touched his Heart was, Who art 
tbou, Lord? And then the next was, 
What wilt thou have me (10 do * 
Afts 9. 5. 6. to ſhew. us, that all 
Obedience is produced by Know- 
ledge. As Ignorance is the Le 

| jo 
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of Sin, fo a Right Sence of God, 
is the beſt Antidote againſt it', 
for this begets Love; and the mor: 
God is beloved , the more readi- 
ly he will be obeyed;; a weak Con- 
ception, and a fruitlels Remem- 
brance of God, Glorifies him no 
more, than a Painter does the 
Perſon whoſe Picture he draws. 
The Glory of God confiſts not 
in \the lifeleſs Notions of him, 
but in active Conformity to him; 
a -Natural Man may have- ſome 
Pleaſure in knowing the Nature 
of God ; Ay. but he cares not for 
knowing the Ways of God. Job, 
-21. 14. They lay, -—— we De- 
fire not the Know!edge of thy ways. 
He would own him in his Mercy 
and Goodneſs, but he hath no re- 
gard to his Precepts, Mercy is ſui- 
table to our Wants but Obedience 
is repugnant to the Intereft of the 
Fleſh. That Knowledge of God 
which doth not take root in the 
Heart, and grow up into Obedi- 
EnNce 
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ence in the Life, ir is Blindneſs 
and Ignorance in God's Account, 
whatever our Notions of it may be. 

Thoſe Gentiles which are faid 
to know God, Rom. 1. 21. they. 
are ſaid, ver. 28. not to know. 
God: The Sons of E/z could not 
but know the Lord, having ſuch 
a good Father, and being the 
Lord's Prieſts : But yet becauſe 
they were Looſe and Vile in their 
Carriage and Behaviour, there- 
fore they are ſaid not to know the 
Lord, 1 Sam. 2.12. As there can 
be no Obedience where God is 


# known; ſo thatKnowledge of God 


ftands for nothing which is not 
fruitful in Obedience. | 

It is a Blefied thing fo to know 
God, and fo to Remember him, 
as not to forget his Precepts. It is 
Moſes his Counſel to that People, 
and it is mine to you; Beware 
that thou forget not the Lord thy 
God, Deut. 8. 11. How 1s that ? 


The next Words tell you, 27 nor 
keeping 
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keeping bis Commandments , that 
is, forgetting of God. Dilſobedi- 
ence is called a Forgetting God ; 
They forgat God their Saviour, 
P/a/m 106. 21: And we are 
aid to forget his Words, when 
we do not Remember. his Com- 
mandments to do. them, Pſalm 
103. 18. And that which here in 
the Text is called Remembring thy 
Creator, is in Chap. 12. Ver. 13. 
expre{i:d by Fearing God and 
Reeping his Commanaments ; 
which is faid to be the Whole 
ws of Man. 

If the Authority of God be caſk 
oft.and we make not his Word the 
Rule of our Lives, he is as much 
torgotten as if he were utterly ſhut 
o1 of our thoughts, therefore ſays 
D.r-id,P/ſal. 119.55. Ihave remem- 
bred thy Name, O Lord,---and bave 
rept thy Law, 

Thus you ſe how much this 
Remembring thy Creator carries 


in it; to wit, = 
OW- 
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Knowledge of God. -. 
Lima in God. "he 
epentance towar $1 

Love to God. And, 

Obedience to the Will of God, 

When you Know God, 1o as to 
Believe in him; and Believe in 
God, ſo as to Repentof Sinning 


againſt him; and Repent, ſoas to 


expreſs your Love to him; and 
Love God, ſo as to conform to 
his Will, and keep his Command- 
ments; then is this Duty done as 
it ought, and you therein anſwer 
the Call in the Text, Remember 
thy Creator. 
And that brings me to the 
Second thing, The Object to 
be remembred, thy Creator. Re- 
member thy Creator. In the He- 
brew Text it is, Remember thyCre- 
ators, in the Plural Number, fo it 
is uſed frequently, Ger. 1. 1. 
Gods Created the Heaven and the 
Earth , fo Iſa. 54. 5. Thy Makers 
# thy Husband, in the ane” 
0 


| 
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ſo Job 35. 10. None ſaith, where 
js God my Makers. 
And its being thus Plurally ex- 
prefſed; it is very Emphatical; for 
it poihts. us ts. Fathet, Son and 
Spirit ; | all the Three made Man, 
they were our: "O36 | 

The Father made Man, Gen. 
6. 7. The Lord ſaid, Twill Deſtroy 
Man whom I have Created, 

The Son made Man, Cov. r. 16. 
Dy him were all things Created int 

eaven and Karth.. 

The Holy - Spirit made Man 
Job 33 4. The Spirit of God 
bath made me, and the Breath 
the Almighty hath groen me Life. 

Thereis a great Truth (which 
will give you to underſtand this) I 
{ay, there 1s a great Truth in that 
Maxim amongſt Divines, That 
the Works of the Trinity, ad ex- 
1ra,towards the Creatures, are un- 
divided. All the Three, Father, 
Son and Spirit, fate in Counſet to 
make Man; Let as make Man 1n 


our 
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our Image, in the Plural Number, 
Gen. 1.22. And it is very obſerva- 
ble. thatthough-our Makers here 
are expreſſed Plurally, yet the 
_—_ is put inthe Singular Num 
ber, Let us make Man 1m 0urlmages 
not in our Images; but in out 
Image to note,that though the Per- 
ſons are Three, yet the Image is}. 
but One : They have but one Na-|| 
ture, and fo are but one God; | 
therefore it is faid , Mel. 2. 12. 
Have we not all one Father ? Hath 
not oneGod Created 1s ? Father.Yon 
and Spirit, and yet but one God ; 
and ſhall we not Remember him 
that made us? Remember thy 
Creator. It isa Term that gives 
a Claim; God isthy Creator, 
and that gives him a Right to 
thee. A/! Souls are mine ; asthe 
Soul of the Father, ſo alſo the 
Soul of the Son is mine, Ezek. 
I8.4. The Soul, that is, the Per- 
ſon, a Part being put for the Whole. 
trequently 1n Scripture, Le "OY 
# oul 
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Soul be Subjef to the Higher Pow- 
ers. All Perſons are mine, whe- 
ther Father or Son, whether 
Old or Young, Tam their Crea- 
tor, I am their Common Father ; 
and this gives God a juſt Right 
to thy Soul, to thy Body, to thy 
whole Perſon, to thy Lite, to th 
Strength, to thy Talents, to 
thou Art, and all thou Haft, and 
to all thou canſt Do; forhe is thy 
Creator. He doth not ſay here, 
Remember thy God, but Remem- 
ber thy Creator. God is not eve- 
ry one's God ; we have loſt him 
bythe Fall; that Relation is cut 
oft by Sin, till Grace reſtore it : 
But though he be not every one's 
God, yet!hejis every one's Creator ; 
Fallen Creatures are his Creatures 
fill as much as ever, and there- 
fore thy Remermbring, him as thy 
Creator, is that that. brings thee 
to Claimihinvas thy God : Thou 
oweſt thy Time, ithy whole Time, 
to him; for thou art Greated eve- 
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 -ry Day by him; for Preſervation 
is a continual Creation. Thou 
oweſt thy Self and Service to this 
Creator. As thou art what thou 
art by his Power and Goodneſs, 
1o thou oughteſt to live to his Gle- 
Ty. He made thee after his own 
Image ; and as thou artj hereby 
more capable, ſo thou art more 
obliged to Remember him,and Ho- 
nour him. 00; 

Thirdly, Here is the limitation 
of the Time when he muſt be Re- 
membred, that is now: Remem 
ber now thy Creator; which now 
ſometimes uſed in a more Extend-lW 
ed Senſe, and ſometimes in ! 
more Reftrained Senſe. 

Firſt, In amore Extended Senſe; 
it is taken for the preſent Life, all 
the Time a Man lives in this 
World ; and then it is oppoſed to 
. Death... Death is no time to Re 
member God in $ fo fa S the Pſal- 
miſt, P/al. 6. 5. Ir Death tbere 
is no ReS®embrance of thee, #n 

il, 
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the Grave who ſhall groe thee 
thanks ? It is the ſame with that of 
the Wiſe Man, Eccle/. 9. 10. 
There is no Work, nor Device, 
nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom in the 
Grave whether thou goeſt, that 
is, when Death comes, it cuts oft 
all our Opportunities. 

There 15 no Work in the Grave, 
that is no place of Buſineſs; there 
is none can be done by us, and 
therefore there is none required of: 
us. 

And as there is no Work, ſo 
there is no Device; as there is no- 
- thing to be done to procure Salva- 
tion, 1 there is no Deviling any. 
way to eſcape Damnation; you 
cannot lye and think there : He 
returns to his Earth, in that ve- 
ry Day his thoughts periſh, P/al. 
I46. 4. 

Nor is there any Knowledge 
there either of Good or Evil, For 
the Dead know at any thing, Eccl. 
9.5. Andit there be no Work, 

E 2 nor. 
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aor Device, nor Knowledge. there 
can be no Wiſdom. Wiſdom ' is 
profitable to Direct, but there is 
none of this in the Grave. 

Wiſdom lyes in Chufing a Right 
End, and Purſuing it by Due 
Means ; . but there is none of this 
in the Grave. 

Wiſdom lyes in finding and im- 
bracing the Chief Good ; but 
there 1s none of this Wiſdom un 
the Grave. | 

When Death comes it puts 
an end to all your Opportunities : 
In Scripture Opportunity is often 
ealled a Door, 1 Cor. 16. 9. 4 
great Door ts openedto me. 2 Cor. 
2. 12. A Door was opened to- me 
of- the Lord. When God ſends 
and makes way for the Goſpel, 
and inlarges the Hearts of Mini- 
Kers to Preach the Goſpel, and 
opens the Hearts of People 
to receive the Goſpel, then a 
Door is opened: Now if Death 
{huts this Door, it. puts an end 4 

all 


mr Ins 


— 


Remembrancer. 43: 


all our Opportunities. And is 
there not a time coming when 
this Door, this open Door, will be 
ſhut: Pray Read Lu#e13. 24, 25. 
Strive to Enter inat the ſtrait 
Gate, for many will ſeek:to En- 
ter in and ſhall not be able; when 
once the Maſter of the Houſe #«s 
riſen up, and bath ſhut to the 
Door., and'ye begin to ſland with- 
out the Door, and Knock, ſay- 
ing, Lord, Lozd, open to ws; 
be ſhall anſwer and ſay to you, 
IT know you not whence ye are; 
the Maſter of the Houſe is riſen 
up, and the Door of Opportunity 
is ſhut. So Marr. 25. 10. it 
is faid of the Fooliſh Virgins, 
While they went to Buy. Oyl, the 
Bridegroom comes, and they that 
were ready went in with him, and. 

the Door was ſhut ;, a ſad word. 
Now you Read in Scripture of 
ſeveral Doors which will all. be 
\ſhut in that Day; there is the 
Door of Goſpel Grace,Rev..3. 18. 1 
| Es. pave 


 — 
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have ſet before you an open Door, 
and no Man can ſhut it; but when: 
Death comes thatwill {hut it. 

There is a Door of Faith, Aﬀs 
I. 27.. He opened a Door of Faith 
#nto the Gentiles; that 1s, he'l 
brought them to Believe in Chriſt, 
but when Death comes the Door 
of Faith {Hall be ſhnt. 

There is a Door of Hope, Hof. 
2, 15+. 1 will grve them whe Valley: 
of Achor For a Door of Hope ; 

_ hurwhen Death comes, this Door: 
{nall beſhut- for. them that never- 
enter 'd* into the Good Land. the: 
Heavenly Canaan in this Lite. 

Whoſe Hope ſhall be cut off, and 
whoſe I'ruſt ſhall be a Spider 's- 
Web, Fob 8. 14. 

There is the Door of the Heart, 
where: God ſtands and knocks ;. 
Bev. 3: 20. BSebold I ſtand at the 
Deor and knagk. And; my Bre- 
thren, God is; this. Day knocking 
ar-the Door of the Hearts of you: 
Young Ones: He is now. knocking: 


by 


—— ASS « FI that - 
_—_ —_— ”_ oe 


Kemembrancer. a5 


by his Word, and whar does he. 
ſay 2 Remember now thy: Creator. 
Tg any Man hear my Voice, and 
open the Door, IL will come in to 
im, and Sup with him, and he 
' with me ; thatis, I willgive him 
the Saving Influences of my Spirit ; 
he ſhall have Communion with 
me in Grace here, and Glory 
hereafter. O how ſhould you 
Young Ones- beg now that God 
would Put 77 his Hand by the hole 
of the Door, that you may open to 
him.. Open ye Gates, ſtand open. 
ye everlaſting Doors, that the 
King of Glory may. come in, P/al. 
24. 7. Rowl away the Stone, thoſe 
Sins and Lufts rhat keep Chriſt out 
of the Heart; and do it now, left 
God give'you upto the Hardneſs. 
| of your Heart,and then-when Death 
comes, you Periſh in your Sins. 
Again, there is a Perſonal Door 
in Scripture ; that is, the Lord 
Chriſt: I am the Door, by me if 
azy Man ener an, be. ſhall be fa-- 
| ud, 
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ved, Fohn 10.9. Now never 
did God ſet open ſuch a Door of. 
Hope, ſuch a Door of Grace, 
ſuch a Door of Salvation, as this 
is; In whom we have Boldneſs 
and Acceſs with Confidence to God 
by the Faith of him, Epbef. 3. 15. 
We bave boldneſs to enter into 
the Holieft, by the Blood of Zeſus, 
Heb, 10. 9. Now. this Door 
ſtands open ready to let you in; | 
Chriſt calls you this Day to come, 
and he hath promiſed he will 
not ſhut you out, Fohn- 6. 32. 
Is there never a Young Sinner 
here that hath a Heart to enter in 
at this Door to Day ? Do it whilſt. 
it may be done, before it is too 
late; for when Death comes, - this 
Door will be ſhut to: If we 
ſtand out now, there can be no 
entring in then, you muſt be ſhut 
out. for ever. The Door of the 
Goſpel will be ſhut, the Door of 
Faith, the Door of Hope, the 
Yoor of the Heart , the oy 

0 
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of Chriſt's Blood: and Righte- 
ouſnels will be ſhut; and there- 
fore the Door of God's Bowels 
and Mercy will - be {hut : . All 
theſe Doors will be ſhut apainſt 
thee in that Day ; therefore then 
there can be no Entring, for Death 
will put an end to all thy Oppor- 
tunities ; therefore Remember now 
thy Creator, that is, now inthe 
time of this Life ; for Now 7s the 
Accepted Iime, now is the Day 
of Salvation, 2 Cor. 6. 2. And 
thus much for the Extended Sence 
of this N O W inthe Text. 
Secondly, Sometimes this NOW 
is uſed in a more Refſtrained Sence, 
not only for the preſent Lite, but 
for the preſentTime of this preſent 
Life: So it is uſed in the Text; 
therefore Mark, it is not ſaid only, 
Remember now thy Creator, that 
is, only now in this Life, but now 
tn the Days of thy Touth, in the 
early part of thy Life ; and 1o 
now 1S oppoſed to hereatter ; me 
Us 
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this makes the Work of Cloling 
- with God in Chriſt to be a pre- 
ſent Duty, a Duty to be done 
without delay; Remember him 
now in the Days of thy Touth. 
The Life of Man from the Womb 
to the Grave, conlifts of Three 
Stages; Infancy, Youth, and Old 
Age; and the Duty here is not 
attixed to the firſt, for Infancy 
is too ſoon to know God, when 
we cannot know our Selves: Nor 
is it aflixed to the latter, for Old 
Ape is too late to ſerve God, when 
we cannot ſerve our Selves : But 
it is athxed to Youth; this is 
the only time to know both our 
Selves and God, and our Loſt 
Condition without him, and- our 
Happineſs by an Intereft in him , 
therefore Remember now thy Crea- 
tor, now , in the Days of thy 
Touth. Indeed Youth is the only 
time of Life for this. In Infancy 
we are too Young to live, being 
but in our Impertett Beginnings, 

in 
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in Age we are too Old to Live, 
being in our Droopings and De- 
clinings. 

The Life of Man is a Life of. 
Reaſon; now Children} are too 
Young to underſtand,and Old Men 
are twice Children; and therefore 
theDays of thy Youth are the only 
Days of thy Lite to Remember 
thy Creator in; Remember now 
thy Creator, now, in the Days 0 
thy Youth. And fol ſhould come 
now to the Concluſion I thought 
to ſpeak to; butT paſs that by 
for the preſent, and come from 
_ Explication to the Application, 
but in two Uſes. 

The firſt ſhall be of Reproof 
to all ſuch as forget God now in 
their Youth : O what a Common 
Sin. is this , —_— amongſt 
Young Ones! A Sin (I think ) 
that never was ſo common as now ; 
it is a Complaint every where, 
that the Youth of the Nation is 
generally Corrupted and De- 


bauched :. 
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bauched ; and it may appear by 
the Bills you put up full of Com- 
plaints of their States: .Pray for 
an Undutiful Child that deſpiſes 
his Parents Counſel, ſays one ; 
Pray for a Sabbath-breaking Child, 
ſays another ; Pray for a Child 
that Diſhonours God by Curling, 
and Swearing, and Lying. ſays.4 
third; and ſo many more: And 
truly Parents may very much 
thank themſelves for this. It ve- 
ry much proceeds 'from want of 
ood Government, by timely In- 
firuction and Corre&ion; and 
the want of this at home, | toge- 
ther with Evil Examples abroad, 
hath ſo leavened the Youth of this 
Day, and ftained them with ſuch 
vicious TinCtures, zhat God zs not 
in all their Thoughts. Nay, the 
cannot.endure the Name of God, 
unleſs it be to Curſe or Swear 
by it: And.is not this 'for a La- 
mentation? It.is ſuch a Sin, as 
would you be periwaded ſeriouſly 
to 
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to confider of it, you would be 
aſhamed of; tor it is the moſt \ I 
unreaſonable thing in the World  - 
to forget God: It is ſuch a Sin, as | 
if God would help you to lay it 
to Heart, you would be aſhamed 
of it. See how God Diſputed 
the Caſe with I/rael, Fer. 2. 2. 
What Iniguity have your Fathers 
found in me,that they have gone far 
from me, and walked after Vani- 
ties, and becomr Vain, neither ſay 
they, where is the Lord? As if 
God fhould ſay, tell me what 
have you againſt me? What Evil 
have I done ? As Chrift ſays, Ma- 
ny Good Works have I done, for 
which of them do you Stone me £ 
What have. you to lay to my 
Charge? Have 1 been a Barren 
Wilderneſs, or a Land of Dark- 
neſs £1 fo, you have ſome occa- 
ſion to Revolt and Forget me ; bur 
1t- not, why fay ye, We will come 
no more at thee © Fer. 2.31. 
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 Owhatathame is it that any one 
ſhould forget God, that never did 
him hurt, but good, all the Days of 
his Life. Pray Conſider that firſt 
Queſtion in your Catechiſm, Who 
made you? You once were not; 
and that which once was not, 
could not make it 1clt; as Nothing 
has no Exiſtence, ſo it can have 
no Operation : Nothing cannot be 
a Creator to every one of you, 
You derive your Beings from God, 
It 7s he that made us, and not we 
our ſelves, Palm. 100. 3. there- 
fore you are called zhe Offspring 
of God, Afts 17. 28. In him we 
live, move, and have our Being, 
for we are his Offspring. Now 
what a {ſhame is it that a Creature 
that is made by God ſhould for- 
get his Maker ? God complains of 
this, I1/a. 51. 13. They forgat 
the Lord their Maker ; and ſhould 
he be forgotten that gave us our 
Being ? 


Honour 
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Honour thy Father and thy Mo- 
ther; it is a Law written in Na- 
ture; they deſerve the higheſt 
ReſpeCt and Reverence, becauſe 
they were the Inſtruments of our 
Being. Now God is much more 
the Author of our Being than he 
that Begat us, or than ſhe that 
Brought us forth: Thou art he, 
ſays David, that took me out of 
the Womb ;, thou art my: God from 
my Mother's Belly. Parents are 
but the Second Cauſes of our Be- 
ing; God is the Firſt Cauſe, and 
all Second Cauſes depend upon 
the Firſt, in their Being and Ope- 
ration; therefore Man is nothing 
in our Production, if compared 
with God ; and {hall this God be 

| forgotten, and finned againſt? 
| He calls Heaven and Earth to wit- 
| neſS againſt ſuch Rebels, 1/2. r. 2. 
| Year, O Heaven, and give Ear, O 
Earth , for the Lord bath ſaid, F 
.| have nouriſhed and brought up Chil- 
dren,and they ac againſt 
2 me, 
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me. Heaven and Earth will cry 
out againſt you, it he that made 
vs-be not remambred and owned 
by us. 

\ Secondly, Confider what a Price 
God has put into your Hands for 
the good of your Souls. He hath 
not only made you, bu* he hath 
made Seaſons of Grace for you : 
Seaſons for the getting the Know- 
ledge of God in Chriſt : Seaſons 
for getting an Intereſt in Chriſt : 
He has given you his Sabbaths, his 
Word, his Ordinances, a Powertul 
Means and Miniſtry: Nay, many 
Young Ones have felt ſomewhat of 
the Power of theſe things; God has 
been at Work with them betimes, 
their Hearts have been touched, 
the Spirit of God hath wrought 
in them ſome Convictions of Sing 
and of their loſt undone State. Q 
what a Price has God put into 
your Hands; and how can you 
anſwer the neglect of it » What 
lays dSolomon? Prov. 17. 16, 

= Where- 
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Wherefore is there a Price put 1n- 
to the Hand of a Foo! to get Wiſ- 
dom, ſeeing be hatly no heart tout? 
He that hath a Price put into his 
Hands to get Wildom, and hath 
no Deſire in his Heart to it , that 
Man is a Fool : God fays fo, He 
#s a Fool : And as he is ſonow in 
the Judgment of others, ſo he 
will be ſo one Day in his own. 
It will be a Sword in his Heart 
to confider., I* might have had 
God for my God, butT forgat him. 
I might have had an Intereſt in the 
blefled Redeemer, but I negleQted 
it. I might have been Saved, but 
Het ſlip all theſe Opportunities 
that God put into my Hands. 
I have now wofully -deftroyed a 
Precious Soul by my Impenitent 
continuance in my Curſed Lufts, 
—_ the Calls and Counſels of 
It is: an awakening Paſlage, 
Eccleſ. 8. 6. - Becauſe to every 
| Purpoſe there is Time-and Fudg-" 
: F.3- ment. 
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ment.therefore the Miſery of Man 
:s Great upon him. Therefore; 
Wherefore 2 VVhy, becauſe he 
hath not Judgment to diſcern the 
ficteſt Opportunity tor every Pur-. 
poſe. Many Young Ones, O. how 
do they purpoſe that they will 
{ek God hereafter? How do they 
purpoſe to mind their Salvation > 
One purpoſes a New Lite, and a 
Better Courſe; and God has given 
every one of you time for this, but 
they want Wiſdom to know the 
Time; and ſo the Opportunity: is: 
loſt and gone, and they are mile- 
rable for ever; Becauſe to every: 
Purpoſe there 1s Time and Judg- 
ment, therefore the Miſery of 
Man is great. Sirs, Confider it. 
Young Ones, how will your fruit- 
leſs Repentance begin; when your” 
Opportunities are paſt and- gone, 
then you will fee your Folly : Ar 
his Latter End be' ſhall be a Foel- 
He was a Fool at firft,, bur he ſhall 
{ee it at laſt; at his Latter py | 
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he ſhall be convinced of his 
Folly. 

Thirdly, Young Ones, you that 
now forget God, and flight Reli- 
gion, and indulge toyour Lukts; 
let- me tell you, you are a Jndg- 
menio the Nation, a Judgment 
and a Plague to the Land ; I have 
formerly faid it to yon, - and I 
ſay it again, the Youth of a Na- 
tion are always a great Good ora 
great Miſchiet to the Nation; 
they are either the Hope or the 
Plague of the Land, When Young 
Ones are Serious, and mind God 
and their Souls, when the Word 
of God is Precious to them, to 
Awaken and Convert them to Sea- 
fon their Hearts with Wiſdom, 
to'-Know and Remember God, 
to Seek after Chriſt, to Honour 
Religion, by a Sober and: Holy 
Converſation; fuch a Race of - 
Youth are a Blefting in any Ape, 
they are a Bleiling of God to a 
But 
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But when the Youth of a Na- 
tion caſt off Religion, caſt off all 
Duty to God and Man, and all So- 
briety and Vertue, and grow 
Proud, Profligate , Profane , tain: 
ted with all manner of Wicked- 
neſs, even to Atheiſm it ſelf, 
What ſhall we ſay then ? Then if 
lay, this is a 1ad. fign of ſome 
Judgment of God - coming upon: 
the Land; and indeed we have. 
many Young Ones in this qc 
ſuch Monſters in Wickednels- as 
hath not been known in any Age] 
fach Young Swearers that can 
ſcarce ſpeak plain; Young Sab-. 
bath-breakers , Young Blaſphe- 
mers; Young Atheiſts ; never any. 
Ape produced the like ; and. for: 
accompanying with Harlots, and; 
all manner of Uncleanneſs, thar: 
is become 2-Faſhion : Therefore 
F.tell you, and I tell you from the 
Word of the Lord; and I 'beg 
you would Conſider it; there 1s- 
{ome ſoxe Judgment of God near: 
al... 
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at hand, I tell you the truth, it 
is near, and haſtens greatly ; a 
Day of Trouble and Diftreſs, a 
a Day of Wafting and Deſolation; 
therefore, my Brethren, I Afpeak it 
with an Aking Heart, England 1s 
now big with ſuch a Brood as will 
Eat out our Bowels ; the Children 
will Deſtroy the Mother ; therefore 
Pray hearken to a word of Exhor- 
tation, and nct from me, but. from 
the Lord ; it is the Exhortation in 
the Text, O Remember your Crea- 
tor now in the Days of your 
louth! Now. it ever; now, Or 
never; now, in the Days of your 
lJouth. As ever you would have 
Good Times, as ever. you would 
have God own this Nation, as 
ever you would have the Goſpel 
continued inthe midft of you, O 
Remember your Creator ! 

Erft, Remember how he Crea- 
ted yon 1n his own Image 3 - every 
one of you was made in the Image 
of God ; every one; though the 

| Moral 
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Moral Image of God is blotted out 
by the Fall, that Image that con- 
ſifted in Righteouſneſs and Holi- 
neſs, that is loſt ; yet 'there isa- 
Natural Image of God. which 1s 
ſeated in the Intellective and E- 
lective Powers of the Soul; and 
this every one of you hath, this 
Image every one brings in-' 
. to the World with him; it can- 
not be loſt; it ſhall be carried 
to Heaven and Life, and to Hell 
too : It will be the Comfort of 
vaints-in Heaven, and the Tor- 
ment of Sinners in Hell, to lye 
there with this Image of God , 
there their Mind, Underſtanding, 
Memory , to Conhder and Re- 
member how they Sinned againſt 
this God in their Lives. Now 
why has God ſtamped every one 
with his Image, but to make 
him capable -of Knowing God, 
and Chuling God, and Loving 
God, and Clofing with God, and 
Deliring God, and Serving w 
an 
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\ and Injoying Communion with 
God 2 This 1s the- End why he pur 
his Natural Image-into every Soul ; 
otherwiſe Man might have Ser- 
ved God as Brute Creatures do ; 
but he could never have known 
him, never have had Communion 
with him : Now ſhall we bear 
this Image of God, and ſhall we 
not labour to know the Lord ? 
Secondly, Remember him ſo as 
to make itthe Chief Buſineſs of 
your Lives to ſeek him, and to 
Seek him while he may be found. 
It is the Counſel of the Holy 
Ghoſt, Seek the Lord while he 
may be found. VVhen is that? 
He tells you, Prov. 8. 17. They 
that ſeek me early ſhall find me. 
Now he ſeeks God early, that 
makes it his firſt Work ; there- 
fore ſays our Lord, Seek firſt the 
Kingdom of God, and the Righ- 
 teouſneſs thereef, and all theſe 
things ſhall be added to you, Mat. 
6. 33. deck the Kingdom of God 


ds 
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as the End,and his Righteouſneſs 
2s the Means; for Grace is the 
way to Glory, Holine(s to Hap- 
pineſs. Without Righteouſneſs 
there is no Heaven to be had , but 
with it comes both Heaven and 
Earth too; for Godlineſs hath the 
Promiſe of both Lives, both that | 
which is now, and that which is 
to come : Butthis Kingdom muſt 
be firſt ſought; Errſt ſeek the 
Kingdom of God , arlt, before 
every thing ; and firſt, above any 
thing elſe. 

Our Intereſt in God is loft by 
the Fall, it may be recovered, 
and there is nothing ſo uſeful to 
be ſought and ſecured as that. Is 
not the Life more than Meat, and 
the Body than Raiment £ Says 
Chriſt: So ſay , is not Heaven 
more than Earth ? Is not God bet- 
ter than the V Vorldi, and Spiritu- 
al Bleftings better than Temporal ? 
O therefore, let not the Lean Kine 
devour the Fat; northe things of 


the 
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the VVorld ſhut God and Chrift 
out of our Hearts and Thoughts. 
The Spiritual Blefhngs are the 
beſt, therefore God Promiſes 
them firſt. Me will grove Grace 
and Glory, P/jal. 84. 11. There 
be Spiritual Bleſtings; and be 
will withhold no good thing from 
them that walk aprigh'y ; 
there follow Temporals. God 
ſuits his Mercies to our Neceſli- 
ty.; therefore he gives them firſt 
that we need molt. 

This ſhould direft our Duties, 
and teach us what to Beg, and 
what to Seek, Seek God in the 
the firſt place, God in Chriſt; and 
and if Spiritual Mefcies be ſfecu- 
red, Temporal Mercies, ſo far as 
is for . your good, iſhall never be 
denied : Therefore let it be your 
VVork to ſeek God before all, 


above all, and more than- all ; for 


heis all in all: But be ſureto ſeek 
him inChriſt, orl tell you, you 
will never find him,nor find accep- 
tance with DR the Fall,God 
is 
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'is not to be found,but only by a 
Mediator ; He that finds me , ſaith 
Chriſt, findeth Life, and ſhall ob- 
rain favour of the Lord.Prov.8.3 2. 
O get rn Intereſt in Chriſt; of 
all things, Young Ones, get an 
Intereſt in Chriſt, a hearty Clo- 
ſing with Chrift, a Saving Faith 
in Chriſt ; this is the right way 
of Remembring your Creator, Re- 
member him ſo as to Obey him, 
and Live to him; that is the 
Sence of the «Apoſtle's Counſel, 
1 Pet. 4. 19. Commit your Souls to 
him in well-doing, as toa faithful 
Creator ; it muſt be in well-do- 
ing. He hath promiſed Eternal 
Life to them who ſeek him by 
Patient continuance in well-doing, 
Rom. 2. 7. . And therefore let me 
add this, as you muſt Remember 
him firlt, ſo you muft Remember 
him to the Laſt : Pray take that, 
and I will have done : As you muſt 
remember God firft, ſo you muſt 
remember him to the laſt : Tap 
mu 
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muſt begin with God.and you muſt 
end with him : O take heed of 
beginning in the Spirit, and end- 
ing in the Fleſh. 

You Read in the 20th of Matr- 
thew, that the Labourers came to 
VVork in the Vineyard at very 
different Hours : Some came Ear- 
ly in the Morning ; 1ſome at the 
Third Hour; ſfomeat the Sixth , 
ſome at the Ninth Hour; and 
ſome ar the Eleventh : Some came 
in Earlier, and ſome Later; they 
did not all come in in the Morning. 
Ay, but they all tarried till the 
Evening ; they all Laboured till 
the Evening. 

It is the VViſe Man's Counſel, * 
and O that God would help you 
to take it ! In:the Morning Sow 
thy Seed, and in the Evening bold 
not back'ghine Hand, Eccleſ. 11.6. 
My Brethren, God muſt have the 
Duty of the whole. Day of your 
Life: Chriſt ſays fo, I muſt work 
the Work of him wy: ſent me while 

2 it / 
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zt is Day. Chriſt never ſpent one 
Hour of his Day Idlely. The 
Lord Pity Young Ohes; How do 
they Idle away their Time ? God 
muſt have the Duty of the whole 
Day ; for as we are here in the 
Text called to ſeek him Early, fo 
we are commanded to ſeek him 
continually. 1 Chron. 28. 7. God 
as Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the Ending; therefore as we 
are to begin with him firſt, ſo we 
are to hold on with him to the 
laſt; For he that indures to the 
end ſhall be ſaved : Be thou fartÞ- 
ful to the Death, and I will grove 
thee a Crawn of Life, Rev. 
* 2. 1O. 

Now I might urge this Duty 
upon you, which 1s ſo great by 
many Arguments. 

From what God 1s t@us ; owr 
Creator. 

From the Command laid upon 
thee to Remember him as ſuch. 

From 
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From what he deſerves of us 3 
For of him, andthrough him, and 
to him, are all things, therefore 
Glory ſhould be to him' for ever; 
Rom. 11. 32. 

But I ſhall urge but this one 
Motive, and I have done. The 
Preſent Time is only thine; thou 
haſt a great Work to do, a God - 
to remember, a Chriſt to ſeek, - 
Sin to kill, Grace to get, a Hea- 
ven tomind, a Hell to avoid, a 
Soul to ſave, a ftritt Day of 
Tudgment to pals through ; O 
what work have we to do! And 
all the Time we have to do it in is 
but Now : The Preſent Seaſon is 
only thine, thy Days are here li- 
mited and bounded in the Text to 
a Preſent now ; Now in the Days 
of thy Youth, What Fools are: 
Young Ones now to ſay; by the 
Grace of God I intend to Repent © - 
hereafter, and I will ſeek after * 
God hereafter. -I am too Young , 
now.when God ſays, Remember thy 

G 3 Cre- 
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Creator now in the Days of th 
Touth e FREE 
| You lictle think how ſoon Death 
may come ; it doth not always 
give warning ; what warning had 
the Rich Man? Thou Fool, this 
Nzght ſhall thy Soul be required 
of thee ; when he cries out, [ have 
Goods laid up for many Tears. 
What warning had 7ob's Chil- 
dren, that were all taken away- in 
an Hour? Q Sirs ! Death hath 
ſeveral paſſages to your ftrong 
Holds, that you cannot find out : 
He doth not lay long Siege to all : 
There is no ſaying to Death when 
i comes, there is one Older than 
I, take him; there is one was 
Gray when I was but a Child, let 
him go firſt, No, Sirs, you muſt 
know that Sin hath alter'd the 
Courſe of Nature; the Son Dies 
before the Father, and the Daugh- 

ter before the Grand-Mother. 
I ſay therefore, the Preſent 
Time is only yours; yeſterday 
Cai 
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i. 


can never bs recalled, and ro 
Morrow may never be enjoyed : 
The Preſent Time is only yours. 
Young Ones Die as well the Old : 
Bloftoms areliable to Nipping in 
the Spring, aswelFas full Grown 
Fruit to Rotting in Autumn. Thou 
that art Young and Strong ; thou 
art not ſure of another Year, no, 
nor of another Day : O therefore 
who woul:1 hazard his precious 
Soul unon ſuch uncertainties ! 
Opportunity ended returns no 
more: Thereis hope of a Tree 
if it be cut down, (faith Job) 
that it will ſprout again; but 
Man tyeth down, and r1:ſeth not 
till the Heavens be no more. 

Sirs, Pray remember we have 
but one Arrow of Lite to hit the 
' Mark with, and if we {hoot ar 
Random we looſe all; therefore 
we had need be good Archers. O 
what will you do, Young Ones, 
what will you do, it your Day be 
ended before your work be finith- 
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ed, if your Paradice be laid 
waſte before the Tree of Life be. 
planted in it! O therefore that 
you would be periwaded to 
hearken to God here in the 
Text, To Remember thy Crea- 
zor now in the Days of thy 
Touth, while the Evil Days come 
not, nor the Days draw nigh, 


wherein thou ſhalt ſay I have no 
pleaſure in them ! | - 


THE 


YOUTHs 
Beſt Choice. 


' I. DISCOURSE: 
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Eccleſ. x1i. 1. Remember now thy Creator in 
the Days of thy Touth, while the Evil Days 
come not, nor the Tears draw nigh, in 


which thou ſhalt ſay, T have no Pleaſure 
in them. 


gc are two great Concerns 
which lye upon all our 
Hands, which ought to be ſeri- 


oully thought of by us, and duly 
attended ; the one is, A Wr/e In- 
proving this preſent Life, and 
the other is, A careful providing 
for a better, two Things which 

none 
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, none can be too Diligent about; 
and he that is truly Faithful inone, 
will in ſome Meaſure be Conlſci- 
ous in both : And both theſe are 
Pointed at in the Text. For he 
that in the Days of his Youth Re- 
members his Creator as he ought, 
does at once rightly improve the 
preſent Lite, and wiſely provide 
for that to come, and ſo unites in 
his Practice thoſe Duties that God 
hath joined together in the Pre- 
cept, Remember thy Creator nou 
in ihe Days of thy Youth, RC. + 

In which Words you have the 
Call and Command of God to a ve- 
ry Important Duty ;- wherein we 
may obſerve, 

Firſt, The At or Duty it ſﬆ, 
to Remember. 

Secondly, The ObjeQ to be: Re- 
membred, Iby Creator... 

Thirdly, The Seaſon wherein 
this Duty is to be put in PraCtice, 
now But leaſt you ſhould think that 
this now takes in the whole time 
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of the Preſent Lite, therefore he 
does exclude the latter Part of 
Life, and limits this zow ro the 
former Part; Remember thy Crea- 
tor now in the Days of Touth. 

I did the laſt Year, as ſome of 
you may remember,upon this Oc- 
caſion, ipeak from theſe Words. I 
then only opened them to you, and 
ſhewed the Comprehenhve Sence 
of them, without making any Ob- 
ſervation from them. I told you, 
that this remembring our Creator 
points toa Fivetold Duty. 

Firft, Toa right Knowledge of 
God ; and he cannot be rightly 
known, but inand by Chriſt ; we 
' cannotelſe know the Way of do- 
| ing-it; for he 7s the Way, the 
| Truth, andthe Life : And there- 
fore the right  Remembring our 
"| Creator, includes in it a Saving 

Knowledge of God in Chriſt. 
N Secondly, This Remembring in- 
| cludes bdicviog ; we cannot be 
faid to remember God in the Ssnce 


of 
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of the Text, it we do not depend 
upon him.and truft in him ; there- 
fre David expreſies his Faith in 
God, by remembring of him,P/a/m 
20. 7. Some triuft in Chariots, and 
ſome in Horſes, but we will re- 
member the Name of the: Lord our 
God: That is, others truſt in 
Creatures, but our truft {hall be in 
Gr0d, 

Thirdly, Remembring implies 
Repenting ; Forgetfulneſs and Im- 
penitency always - go together ; 
Sinning is called in Scripture, a 
Forgetting God, and Repentance 
Is a calling Sin to Remembrance, 
with a true Sence of the Evil of it, 
and Sorrow: for it, as done againft 
(0d ; and therefore where God is 
forgotten. and out of our Remem- 
brance, there can be no Repen- 
rance. | 

Fourthly, Remembring - our . 

. Creator, carries in it Love and 
Reſpedt. Though an Obje& be 
every way Amiable, and made up 

0 
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of Delights, yet it can never be re- 
membred with pleaſure, when it 
hath no room in our Reſpett. 
God's Defign and End in requi- 
ring to be remembred by us, is, 
that he may be loved by us; and 
his beſpeaking a Place in our 
Thoughts, is, that he may have 


| 2 Room in our Hearts. The high- 


eft Act of Honour the Creature 
can do to God, 1s to truſt him,and 
love him. A Remembrance of 
God, without ſuitable. ReſpeCt, 
cannot anſwer the Call in the 
Text, becauſe it is butpaſlant and 
tranſcient : For when any other 
Object poſſeſſeth our AﬀeCtions, 
God is 1oon forgotten and forſaken. 
What we love, we love to think 
on, as what we light, we ſoon 
forget. As it is ſaid of Feſhurun, 
he forgat God that made him, and 
lightly eſteemed the Rock of his 
Salvation. 


Fifthly, This Remembring of 


| God includes obedienceto hisWill. 


H Obedi- 
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Obedience isnothingelfſe butKnow- 
ledge, digeited into Aitcction and 
Aﬀtion. tlence is that Counſel of 
David to his Son Solomon, Know 
thou the God of thy Fathers, and 
ſerve him with a perfett heart, 
and willing nid. AS there can 
be no Obedience, where God is 
not known, ſo that Knowledge 
ot God ſands for nothing, thar is 
not fruitful in Ob-dience : Mark 
that Counſel of Moſes, Deaxt. 
8. 11. Beware that thou forget 
not the Lord thy God : How: is 
that 2 The next Words teil you, 
in not keeping bis Commandments. 
Diſobedience is a forgetting God ; 
ſo that that which inthe Text is 
called a Remembring our Creators 
-in the laſt Chapter of this Book, | 
ver. 13. exprelled, by fearing 
God, end keeping Þis Command- 
ments. If the Authority of God 
 becaft off, and we make not his 
Word the Rule of our Lives, he 


isas much forgotten in a Scripture 
DCnce, 
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- Sence, asit he were utterly ſhut 
out of our Thoughts : So ſays Da- 
vid, I have remembred thy Name, 
O Lord, and have kept thy Word. 
So that you ſee this Remembring 
is a very Comprehenſive Term. 
Then the Object to be Remem- 
bred was opened to you, ( thy 
Creators) for inthe Original it is 
in the Plural Number ; and fo it 
points to Father, Son,and Spirit. It 
1s not {aid Remember thy God, but, 
Remember thy Creator. God is 
not every one's God, but he is e- 
very one's Creator ; fallen Crea- 
tures, they be his Creatures ſtill, 
as much as ever; and this Re- 
membring him as thy Creator, 
is that thar gives thee a Claim to 
 himas thy God. | 
And then inthe laſt place I 0- 
pened to you the Seaſon of this 
Duty, zow; not now as intend- 
Ing any time of Life, but now in 
the Days of thy Youth. I infiſtec: 
largely upon theſe rhings, in the 
H 2 opening 
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opening of them to you, - and im- * 
proved them by a Particular Ap- 

plication : And this is the ſum of 

what I ſpake laſt Year upon theſe 

Words. © 

I now come to give you ſome 
Obſervations from them ; one is | 
this. 

That Youth 1s naturally very 
prone to forget God ; this is plain- 
Iy implied : For what need elſe of 
this Memento in the Text, Re- 
member now thy Creator in the 
Days of thy Touth. 

Another might be this; that 
the true and belt Improvement of 
Youthful Days, is to devote them 
to God, to mind Religion betimes. 

But I {hall not ſpeak to any of 
theſe ; my Deſign, at preſent, is 
to ſpeak to the Words as they lye 
in the Original. | 

Remember now thy Creator in | 
the Days of thy Choice : The 
Word that we render Touth, here 
the Days of thy Youth, is __ 


— 
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NI to Elect, to Chuſe ; and ac- 
cordingly Montans renders the 
Word; Remember now thy Crea- 
tor in the Days of thy Chorce. 

Now this admits of a double. 
Senſe. Either, 

Thy Choice Days, or thy Chu- 
ling Days. DE: 

Firſt, The Days of Youth they 
are your Choice Days,* the Prime 
ot your Time, the Flower of your: 
Age. As the Spring is the choice 
time of the Year, 1o 1s Youth the 
choice time of Life; Nature is 
then moſt brisk, and active, and 
full of vigor, and the Spirits quick 
and lively, the Wit 1harp, the. 
AﬀeCtions ſtrong, the Memory re- 
tentive ; and therefore thexe. is 
no time to mind Religion like 
this choice time of Youch, 

O where now are thoſe I/aacs 


| that meditate whilſt they are 

| young ? Where are thoſe. Facobs + 
that ſeek for the Bleſling berimes ? 
Where. are thoſe Children thar-: 
H.3 a$K +. 
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ask their Parents as they under 
the Law did? What mean the 
Sabbaths and the Ordinances of the 
Lord, that we may alſo keep 
them? Where are the Children 
amongſt you that ſing Hoſannah's 
to Chriſt, as they did in the Days 
of his Fleſh? Theſe are the 
Young Mens Looking Glaſlcs ; 
and becauſg we are led by Exam- 
le more than by Precept, there- 
ote the Holy Ghoſt has ſet before 
you theſe Preſidents in Scripture, 
that you may imitate and copy 
them out; theſe are choice Paterns, 
and it you make Conſcience to 
follow. them-in your Choice Days, 
you will ſhew your ſelves to be a 
Choſen Generation, Children that 
God will delight to own. Bur, 
Secondly, (For I will pais that 
too) the Days of Youth, they are 
your Chu'ing Days; as they are 
Choice Days, ſo the Day:. of your 
Choice. Chuſing, What is -that ? 
Why it is a deliberate Act of the 
Soul, 


GE 
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Soul, ir is done upon Confiderati- 
on and Debate; when a Man up- 
on 4 þ- ment rightly informed 
and Aﬀettions thereby  ingaged, 
does cleave to God, and the 
Ways of God , that is Election 
and Choice. 

The Obſervation then that T 
ſhall lay down from the Sence of 
the Words, is this, that it is the 
great Concernment and Duty of 
Young. Ones, to make God the 
Object of their Firſt. Choice, to 
begin with God in their Firſt Set- 
ting Out in the World. 

We neyerenter: into God's Ser- 
vice aright, till we enter upon it 
by Choice, for-God will have it 
fo : Chuſe you this Day whom 
you will Serve, either the true. 
God. or Idols : Not as if it were 
at their own liberty to ſerve which 
they pleaſed : No, but” to con- 
vince them of the Folly of a bad 
Choice, and to direct them to a 
right Choice, 

But 
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ask their Parents as they under 
the Law did 2 What mean the 
Sabbaths and the Ordinances of the 
Lord, that we may alſo keep 
them? Where are the Children 
amongſt you thar ſing Hoſannah's 
to Chriſt, as they did in the Days 
of his Fleſh? Theſe are the 
Young Mens Looking Glaſles ; 
and becauſg we are led by Exam- 
le more than by Precept, there- 
ote the Holy Ghoſt has ſet before 
you theſe Prefidents in Scripture, 
that you may imitate and copy 
them out; theſe are choice Paterns, 
and if you make Conſcience to 
follow them-in your Choice Days, 
you will ſhew your ſelves to be a 
Choſen Generation, Children that 
God will delight to own. Burt, 
Secondly, (For | will pais that 
too) the Days of Youth, - they are 
your Chu'ing Days; as they are 
Choice Days, fo che Day:. of your 
Choice. Chuſing, What is that ? 
Why it is a deliberate Act of the 
Soul, 
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Soul, it is done upon Confiderati- 
on and Debate; when a Man up- 
on a Judgment rightly informed 
and Aﬀettions thereby ingaged, 
does cleave to God , and the 
Ways of God , that is Election 
and Choice. 

The Obſervation then that I 
ſhall Tay down from the Sence of 
the Words, is this, that it is the 
great Concernment and Duty of 
Young Ones, to make God the 
Object of their Firſt Choice, to 
begin with God in their Firſt Set- 
ting Out in the World. 

We neyerenter: into God's Ser- 
vice aright, till we enter upon it 
by Choice, for God will have it 
fo : Chuſe you this Day whom 
you will Serve, either the true. 
God. or Idols : Not as if it were 
at their own liberty to ſerve which 
they pleaſed : No, but to con- 
vince them of the Folly of a bad 
Choice, and to direct them to 2 
right Choice, 

But 
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But for the clearing of the Do- 
arine, I willihow you, 


— 


Firſt, What it is to chuſe God. 


Secondly, T will give ygu the Rea- 
ſons of the Concernedneſs of the 
Dutys | 


And to apply it.. 


Firſt, What'is it to chaſe God ? 
It implies Five Things. 


Firſt, A due Conſideration of the 
Object, its Nature, Worth , and. 
Excellency ; till things are duly 
welghed -1n the Ballance of a true 
Judgement, we can never make. a. 
right Choice ; and here the buſineſs 
fticks with Young Ones. In this 
firſt Work we cannot perſwade 
them- to-conlider , they will. not 
weigh things, but they will a&t ac- 
cording to the inclination of their 
Euſts ; therefore the Apoltle ad- 
viſes us to refolve upon trial, 1 Thef. . 
5--21. Prove all things, and hold faſt 
that. mbich is good; A Man will 

BEVEL 
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never hold fatt that which is Good, 
until he firſt prove and try it. 


Indeed the things which are uſu- 
ally oppoſed to Religion, are ſuch 
poor -paltry Vanities, that they are 
not worthy to be ſet in competition 
with God, or to come into a ſerious 
Debate : How eafie is it to reſolve 
which is fitteſt to be pleaſed, God, 
or the Fleſh 2 Whether the Tranſ(1- 
tory Pleaſures of Sin ſhould be pre- 
ferred to the Life and Salvation of 
an Immortal Soul. A Serious Con- 
{ideration on theſe Things, would 


_ determine the Matter on God's 
ide, 


Secondly, This Chuling of God, 
implies Eſteem and Preference ; for 
Election and Choice is the preferring 
one thing before another. Our 
Choice of a!l Objects is according 
to our Efteem of them : As far as 
we judge a thing needleſs, ſo far 
we count it worthleſs. Let a Man 
have but ſlight Thoughts of God, 
and his Duties ſhall be as ſhort as 
his Thoughts are flight: Mean Ap- 

prehenſions 
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prehenfions are ever attended with 
liftleſs Devotions. It is the Soul 
that highly efteems God, that chuſes 
and ſeeks him. What ſaid Caleb 
and 7oſhna when they returned from 
ſpying out the Land of Canaan, and 
had taſted the ſweet Fruits of it ? 
. O, ſay they, it is a good Land, let us 
go uþ and take it at once : But the 
other Spies that undervalued it, laid 
aſide the thoughts of Poſleſting, and 
are for facing about to Egypt. 


Though God and Chriſt are the 
| beſt Good, yet there are many Com- 
petitors that ſtand as Rivals. with 
them in the Soul ; and therefore 
your Choice can never be right, un- 
leſs theſe Rivals be trampled under 
foot. It 15- ſaid of the Wiſe Mer- 
chant. that when he had found a Pearl 
of great Price, he went and Sold all 
that he had, and bought it, Mat. 13. 
46. Firit, he thews his Eſteem of it, 
as a Pearl of great Price, and then 
he parts with all to purchaſe it. 
What a high Efteem had Part of 
Chritt 2 The Exceliency of the Know- 
tedge of Chrijt Jeſus my Lord, Phil. 
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3. 8, There 1s his Value of him; 
and ſee how it drew his Heart at- 
ter him ; 41 cont all things but Loſs 
—that Imay Win Chriſt. It is not 
enough to approve of God and his 
Ways ſimply , but we muſt ap- 
prove of them comparatively ; not 
only as good in themſelves, but as 
better than all other good what- 
ever. We ſhall never chuſe God 
betore all, till we come to Eſteem 
him above all. 


Thirdly, This chuſing of God 
implies a voluntary Inchnation and 
Detire ; a Man 1s ſaid to chuſe thoſe 
things which he Likes and Loves, 
and which his Soul Inclines to. So 
' that he is carried after them, not by 
the Force of any External Principle, 
but by his own Propenſton and In- 
clination, and this ſuppoſes Love ; 
for Deſires are the Natural Ifſues of 
Love. 


The Soul can never mount” up- 
ward. it the Aﬀections tend down- 
ward : and therefore when the Holy 
Ghoſt would give an advance to my 
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Life of God in the Soul, he begins 
firſt with the Aﬀections ; Set- your 
Aﬀe@ions on things above; and then, 
as Delires always ſpring from Love, 
{o they are drawn forth by a Sence 
of Want ; for what we Love, and 
have not ,, that becomes a Want ; 
and Sence of Want will quicken Ap- 
petite , and ſet Defires on Work : 
now theſe Defires muſt be fed and 
ſatished, and that none can do, but | 
God: therefore it is God that he 
chules. ; 


Fourthly, This chuſing 1mplies a 


firm Purpoſe, and a fixed Reſolu- 
tion, of adhering to our choice. We 
never chuſe till we bring our Minds 
and Wills to a firm Purpoſe ; there 
may be many good Thoughts and 
Withes in the Soul, but ſtill till we 
are reſolved for God, we do not 
chuſe him. When the Heart is Pe- 
remptory and Fixed for God, that 
will come to ſomething ; when the 
Soul ſays, I ſee I am an undone 
Creature, I am convinced of my 
State, and the Neceſlity of my Caſe ; | 
I muſt have God, I muſt ſecure an | 


Inte- 
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Intereſt in Chriſt , I muſt be Born 
again, I muſt mind the ſaving of an 
Immortal Soul , this will corine to 
ſomewhat ; and a Protethon of Re- 
ligion (let me tell you) ftignthes very 
little till it comes to this Who is 
this that hath engaged his Heart to 
Approach to me, ſays God, Jer.30.21. 
It is Reſolution that ingages . the 
Heart for God, and makes our 
choice of him trm and unaltera- 
ble ; eſpecially it it be deliberate and 
ntire. 


—_— 


Firſt, Tt mult be deliberate from 

a Sence and Conſcience of our Duty 
and Intercſt. Reſolves taken up 
upon Sudden Surprizes or Preſent 
Heats, rarely produce any good Et- 
fe: This 15 oiten the Cate of you 
Young Profeſlors, that are like an 
Early Spring, all Bloffoms, but no 
Fruit z or like a Vapour Exhaled by 
the Warmth of the Sun, that riſes 
no highcr.than the middle 'Region, 
where 1t 15 Conden'cd, and drops 
down again: This is that very 
thing that makes ſo many Apoſtates 
I from 
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Life of God in the Soul, he begins 
firſt with the AﬀeCtions ; Set your 
Aﬀedions on things above; and then, 
as Deſires always ſpring from Love, 
{o they are drawn forth by a Sence 
of Want ; for what we Loye, and 
have nat , that becomes a Want ; 
and Sence of Want will quicken Ap- 
petite , and ſet Defires on Work ; 
now theſe Defires muſt be fed and 
ſatished, and that none can do, but 
God: therefore it is God that he 
chules. ; 


I. 
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Fourthly, This chuſing 4mplies a 


firm Purpoſe, and a; fixed Reſolu- 
tion, of adhering to our choice. We 
never chuſe till we bring' our Minds 
and Wills to a firm Purpoſe ; there 
may be many good Thoughts and 
Withes in the Soul, but till till we 
are reſolved for God, we do not 
chuſe him. When the Heart is Pe- 
remptory and Fixed for God, that 
will come to ſomething ; when the 
Soul ſays, I ſee I am an undone 
Creature, I am convinced of my 
State, and the Neceſlity of my Caſe : 
I muſt have God, I muſt ſecure an 


Inte- 
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Intereft in Chriſt , I muſt be Born 
again, I muſt mind the ſaving of an 
Immortal Soul , this will come to 
ſomewhat ; and a Profetlion of Re- 
ligion Clet me tell you) fignihes ve: y 


- little till it "comes to this, Who z5 


this that hath engaged his Heart to 
Approach to me, ſays God, fer.30.21. 
It is Reſolution that ingages . the 
Heart for God, and makes our 
choice of him tirm and unaltera- 
ble ; eſpecially :£ it be deliberate and 
intire. 


Firſt, It muſt be deliberate from 

a Sence and Conſcience of our Duty 
and Intercſt. Refolves taken up 
upon Sudden Surprizes or Preſent 
Heats, rarely produce any good Et- 
fe: This is oiten the Cale of you 
Young Profeſſors, that are like an 
Early Spring, all Bloffoms, but no 
Fruit z or like a Vapour Exhaled by 
the Warmth of the Sun, that riſes 
no higher than the middle *Region, 
where 1t 1s Condenied, and drops 
down again: This is that very 
thing that makes ſo many Apoſtates 
I from 
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irom God and his Ways ; they take 
up a Profeſſion of Religion too ſoon 
before the Word of God has taken 
Root in the Heart. Indeed a Soul 
that chuſes God aright , can never 
Profeſs him too ſoon, the ſooner the 
better : but he that makes a Pro- 
felſion of God , before he makes a 
choice of God , before the Word is | 
rooted in the Heart, or any thing 
of the Power of Religion 1s felt 
within , ſuch a one takes up a Pro- 
fe\fon too ſoon. It is faid of the 
Seed Sown in ftony Places, Mat, 4.3. 
Forthwith it ſprung up. Above 
ground too ſoon ; it grows upward, 
but not downward ; all Blade, but 
no Root : So ſays Chriſt, Verſe 21. 
Tet hath he not Root in himſelf : And 
what follows ? He dureth but for a 
while, A Muſhroom Chriſtian, the 
Birth of a Night, and the Abode of 
a Day. Such begin-too ſoon to 
hold out with God long: This has 
cauſed many Scoffters at Religion to 
take up that Envious Proverb , 4 
yozeng Saint, and an old Dewll : 
whereas it they had ſaid, A young 

Hypo- 
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Hypocrite, and an old Apoſtate. j. 
had been a Truth too too often Ex. 
perienced.Flaſhy Aﬀe@ions,that hav _ 
no Principles to maintain them with 
in, come to nothing ; they are hike 
Fire in Green Wood, that burns no 
longer than it 1s blown; or hke 
Water hanged over a Quick Flame, 
that is ſoon Hot, but when it is ta- 
ken off again, is as ſoon Cold ; nay, 
Colder than it was before ; becauſe 
the Natural Spirits are evaporated. 
How nimbly does the Windmill 
Work when it blows a Brisk gale, 
but the Wind no ſooner ceaſes, but 
the Mill ftands : So ſudden and im- 
mature Reſolutions come to no- 
thing ; they muſt be managed with 
Judgment and Deliberation : Da- 
vid's Practice 1s an excellent Pat- 
tern, Pſalm 119. 59. T1 conſidered my 
ways, and turned my Feet to thy 
Teſtimonies : David ſpeaks like a Man 
under a Dilemma, as having two 
ways before him ; there is the Way 
of Sin, and Luſt, and Carnal De- 
Iight ; this the Fleſh preſents, and 
rt ſeems. an caſte and a pleaſant 

I 2 Way : 
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Way : Ay. but it leads to Deſtructi- 
on. Then there is the Way of 
God's Commandments : This the 
Word preſents, it is Narrow, it 
ts Troubleſome , but it leads ;to 
Life, and that makes amends for 
all. Now when we ſtand ftill, and 
debate upon the Choice, which of 
theſe is the better Way, -and confi- 
der the Loſs and the Gain of cither | 
Side ; and the final Iflie of the one 
Way, and the other, and thereupon 
reſolve to take m with the Ways of 
God, as promoting our trueſt Inte- 
reſt and Felicity, this is a deliberate 
Reſolution: And this was the Courſe 
of that Prodigal Son, when he came 
to himſelf, Lwke 15. v. 17. he firſt 
bethinks himſelf, falls into a ſeri- 
ous Debate of his Cafe, How many 
Hired Servants of my Father's have 
Bread enough, and I periſh with hun- 
ger £ What ſhall I do? 1 will ariſe 
and goto my Father, and ſay unto him, 
Father, T have ſinned againſt Heaven, 
and before thze, and am no more wor- 
thy to be called thy Son, make me as 
one of thy hired Servants : Thus 3 

&= 
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debates the caſe with himſelf, and 
thereupon takes up this reſolve, 
well, I will arife, and go to my Fa- 
ther ; there is his deliberate Reſo- 
hation- 


an ca 


Secondly, Our Reſolution muſt be 
entire ; that 1s, without boggling at 
any of God's Commands, and with- 
out the reſerve of any one Sin or 
Luſt ; for no Man can ſerve two 
Maſters: the Commands of Chriſt 
and Satan are abſolutely inconf- 
ſtent ; Obedience to the one is 
downright Rebellion againſt the 
other ; we muft not capitulate with 
Chrift, and think that ſtriftneſs in 
fome Duties will excuſe our Indul- 
gence to any Luft ; the great ſtand- 
ing Law of Heaven ts, Thoz ſhalt 
love the Lord with all thy heart, and 
with all thy mind, and with all thy 
frength, and him only ſhalt thou 
ſerve. The Work of the Chriſtian 
Calling 1s ſuch, as that it cannot be 
done without this; we have many 
Enemies to oppole, many Sins to 
conquer , -many Lutts to mortifie, 

LI 3 many. 
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many Duties to pertorm ; therefore 
our Reſolution mult be entire ; and 
that 15 a Fourth Thing. 


Fifthly, This Chuting in the Text 
implies a complacency and delight 
in the Object of our choice; though 
Election be an Act of the Will, | 
yet it is quickened by the Motions 
of the AﬀeCtions: As where the 
Will is bent againſt Sin, there 1s al- 
ways a hatred of it included; ſo 
where-ever it fixes upon God, it is 
attended with pleaſure and delight. 
When David had choſen God for his 
Portion, he exprefles a delight in 
his choice, Pſalm 16. v. 6. The lines 
ere fallen to me in pleaſant "Ta yea, 
T have a goodly heritage : This 1s the 
Language of a Soul affected with its 
own Felicity, and the pleaſure it 
takes in an All-ſufficient Good : So 
it was in his chaſing the Precepts of 
God, ſays he, T have choſen thy Pre- 
cepts, Plalm 119. 173. and 1n the 
next Verſe, Thy Law is my De- 
light: A Manloves what he chuſles ; 
and where there is Love in the 

Choice: 
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Choice , there will be- Pleaſure ir 
the Service; tor to love there is no- 
thing grievous. Thus you fee what 
this chuling God does imply and 


carry in the Nature of it, and that 
is the Firlt Thing, 


Secondly, Let m2 give you the 
Reaſons, why it Is the Duty of 


Young Ones thus to chuſe God. 
Why, 


- One great Reaſon is, becauſe God 
commands it, that 1s the Firtt. Pray 
mind that of the Apoſtle, 2 Epittle 
John, v. 4. T1 rejoiced greatly that I 
found of thy Children walking in the 
Truth, as we have received a Com- 
mandment from the Father : Pray 
mind, theſe were a Ladies Children, 
to teach us, there are none too 
great to be good ; theſe Children 
were found walking in the Truth : 
not taking a ftep or two, making it 
a Buſineſs by the by , as your Gen- 
teels, and great Perſons uſe to do : 
but they perlified in it, they were 
keady in the Ways of God. and 

that 
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that in their Childhood, againſt all 
the Tide and Stream of Youthful 
Luſts. Now this was that God 
had commanded. Mark ye, though 
they were Children, yet God com- 
mands this of them, TI rejoices 
greatly that TI found of thy Children 
walking in the Iruth, even as we have 
—_— a Commandment from the Fa- 
ther : But where do we hind this 
Command. that Youth ſhould de- 
vote themſelves to God ? You have 
it in the Text, Remember now thy 
Creator in the Days of thy Touth: 
And there is a Command older than 
that, Pſalm 78. 5, 6, 7. He eſtabliſh- 
ed a Teſtimony in Jacob, and appoin- 
ted a Law in Iſrael, which he com- 
manded our Fathers, that they ſhould 
make them known to their Children : 
( What for 2 ) That they might ſet 
their hope in God, and not forget the 
Works of God, but keep his Command- 
ments, Nay, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
ſtrictly enjoins it, Matt. 6.33. Seek 
ye firſt the \ 5p; ax of God, and the 
Righteouſneſs thereof, Firſt, here does 


got. only not a- Preheminence firſk 
| above 
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above all, but it notes a Priority 
fr(t before all. 


— 
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It is very Obſervable, that our 
Saviour in that Prayer he gave to 
his Diſciples, which you call the 
Lord's Prayer, hegives but one Pe- 
tition for Temporal Things , and 
Five for Spiritual ; and that for 
Temporals 1s neither the Firlt nor 
the Laſt. Not the Firſt, for Hallow- 
ed be thy Name is before it. Nor 1s 
it the Laſt, for Deliver us from Evil 
comes after it ; to teach us that we 
muſt begin and end with God. 
In Mat. 21. 28. The Command of 
the Father to his Son, is. Go Work 
to Day in my Vineyard : The com- 
mand of God brooks no D-:lays, 
the Promifes of God have ReſpeCt to 
the Future, but the Command 
looks to the Preſent ; To Day if you 
' wii hear bis Voice, harden not your 
Hearts, Why did God under the 
Law require for himſelf the firtt Sheat 
of- the Harveſt, the hirtt ripe Fruits, 
the Firftlings of the Herd and Flock, 
but to teach us, that our firlt Aﬀe- 
Ctions 
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&ions, our fir Strength, our firſt 
Deſires, and firſt Choice, and firft 
Service, ſhould be Devoted to God ? 
For it is the command of God, and 
that is the great Reaſon and Rule of 
all Obedience ; that is one. 


Another Reaſon is this, the Na- 
ture of your Extract and Ortigina] 
requires this. Pray where had you 
your Beings 2 Young Ones, how 
came -you into the World 2 Who 
made you ? The Text tells you who 
this is in the very Notion God is 
mentioned in thy Creator. There is 
a Concatenation of Reaſons, tor the 
Creatures Owning and Chuling the 
Service of God,” included in this 
Notion of a Creator. 


Firſt, He made uw. and not we 
our ſelves, Plalm 100. 3. The Pro- 
phet 1ſaiah ſays, He ſpreadeth forth 
tbe Earth, he gives Breath to the Peo- 
ple upon it, and Spirit to them that 
Walk therein, Taiah 42. 5. So Elihu 
ſays, Job 33. 4. The Spirit of God 
bath made me, and the Breath of the 

Almigh- 
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Almighty hath given me Life; and is 
it not Reaſon that he that made us 
{ould b owned by us ? 


The Name of Father and Mother 
beſpeaks all Duty and Honour from 
ou Children. If Children could 
egin their Duty in the Cradle, and 
continue it a Hundred Years, it could 
never Pay what Parents Deſerve for 
all their Sorrow, Care, Pains, and 
Coſt. "Therefore Solomon is much in 
Prefling this Argument upon Chil- 
dren, Prov. 23. 22. Obey thy Father 
that Begat thee, Mark, that Begat 
thee; he gave thee thy Being; and 
Deſpiſe not thy Mother that brought 
thee Forth, We are ever bound to 
Honuur and Obey them for what 
they have done for -us. Theſe Ra- 
tional Beings do require it ; which 
they have been the Means to Derive 


to us, and to Nouriſh and Nurſe 


up. This 1s highly Deſerved at 
our Hands; yea, though they grow 
Old and Impotent, and can ſerve us 


no lotiger. O what then does God 
delerve from us, who is much more 


the 


i 
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the Author of our Being than our 
Father that Begat us, or than our 
Mother that Bare us? God 1s the 
Firſt Cauſe, Parents are but the Se- 
cond Cauſes of Generation :; and the 
Second Cauſe. depends upon the 
Firſt, and cannot act without it : 
Therefore it 1s ſaid of God, {n him we 
Live, and Move, and have our Being. 
Therefore Man 1s nothing in our 
Production, if compared with God ; 
and 1s it not Reaſon then, that he 
made us, ſhould be owned and Ho- 
noured by us ; that he that is our 
Creator, ſhould be our Ruler ? 


We Own our Service where we 
Receive our Exiſtence ; weare Deb- 
tors to God every one of us. We 
Owe him our ſelves, all weare, and 
all we have; tor wearenot our own, 
we are the Lord's Propriety, at his 
Diſpoſal, he hath the abſolute Do- 
minion over us, as giving Being 
to us. It 1s the Apoftle's Argu- 
ment, Whether we Lzve, or Die, we| 
are the Lor4's, de jure, and it ſhould 
be ſo, de fado; therefore we ought 

' to 
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to Live to him, Rom. 14. 7, $. 
This Glory is the White at which 
we ſhould aim Living and }: ying: 
He 1s the Centre in which ali the 
whole Circumſtances of our 1 ife 
ſhould meet, for he made us, 
therefore Remember thy Creator. 
Secondly, He made us after his 
own Image, and that 1s a Peculiar 
Priviledge of Creation beyond what 
other Creatures injoy. There is 
the Print of God's Hand upon all his 
Creatures ;. but there are none bear 
his Image but Angels and Men; 
and this you are Stampt with in the 
very Womb. Not one of you but 


| have the Image of God upon you, 


the Youngeſt as well as the Oldeſt. 


Though indeed the Moral Tmage 
of God which conſiſts in Righteoul- 


neſs and Holinets. that is Blotted 


out and Loſt by the Fall, we have 
Sinned It away ; yct there 1s che Na- 


C tural Tmage of God. and that re- 


mains in all of you; for what is 
Natural Light, Knowledge , Un- 
K derttanding ? 


a th 
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derſtanding 2 What is Skill to Diſ- 
cem, and Wiſdom to Chuſe 2 What 
are all the IntelleCtive and Elective 
Powers of the Soul, but the Image of 
God in Man ? And what is this.I- 
mage for, but in order to Recover 
that which 1s Lolt ? It is to Capaci- 
tate us to Know God, to Seek him, 
to Chulſe him, to Live tohim here, 
that ſo we may for ever Enjoy him. ; 
and if we donot make this our chie 

Work, we are made in Vain, and 
Degenerate into Brutes, being whol- 
ly acted by Sence, and the Deſign of 
this Image is Loſt ; for by -parta- 
king of his Likeneſs, we become, 
bound to his Laws. 


Thirdly, That Power that crea- 
ted us at Firſt, does create us every 
Day : You are made of God every 
Day ; for Preſervation is a Conti- 
nued Creation. As he gives Life, 
ſohe holds or Souls in Life ; if God 
withdraw from us but a Moment 
we ſhall Die ; Thou takeſt away their 
Breath, and they Die, and return to 
ibeir Duſt, And do we receive our 

Preſer- 
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Preſervation and Support from him, 
and thall we not pay Reſpect to 
him ? This violates the very Law-of 
Nature, and hlls Heaven and Earth - 
with Wonder : therefore God does - 
Summons Heaven and Earth to hear 
his Complaint againit ſuch Rebels, 
8 I. 2. Hear, O Heaven, and give 

ar, O Earth, fays God. But why 
does he Summons theſe ? 


Why, Firſt, To Rebuke and 
Shame the Stupidity of his People, 
that the SenceleſsCreatures were more 


like to hear God ſpeak than they. 


Secondly, To ſhew that theſe 

Creatures by which God had done 

| them much good, might well bear 

Witneſs on his behalt againſt their 
Ingratitude. 


rY 
| 


Thirdly, To Convince them, how 
Stupendious a thing it was, that 
God Complains of againſt them : 
even ſuch as the Senceleſs Creatures 
might ſtand amazed to hear, were 
they capable of that Sence. 

Ae K 2 And 
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And what 1s the Complaint that 
God makes here ? It is Twotfold. 


The one is Horrid Ingratitude. 


The other 1s Tranſcendent Bru- 
tiſhnels. 


Firſt, Horrid Ingratitude, Hear, 
O Heavens, and give Ear, O Earth, 
What muſt they hear 2 'Why what 
God hath to ſay againſtthis People ? 
The Lord hath ſaid, 1 have nouriſhed 
and brought up Children, and -they 
have Rebclled againſt me. For any 
of us Parents to bring forth and 
breed up Children, and after all our 
Trouble , Coſt , and Care, when 
they are come to Years of Knows» 
ledge, not to own us: Nay, when 
they are grown to be Men, to turn 
to be Rebels, to violate ſuch Bonds, 
and break ſuch firong Ties, Hea- 
ven and Earth may well cry out a- 
gainſt them. Why, this is m 
Caſe, fays God; I made thele 
Children, . I maintained them, 1 

FE brought 
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brought them up at my Coſt, and 
yet after all they will not Know 
me, they will not Own me, In- 
ſtead of Chuſing me, they turn their 
Back upon me, and turn Rebels a- 

inſt me ; they have not a bit of 

ead to Eat, but as I feed them, 
nor a Rag to Wear, but as I cloath 
them. It is my Wooll and my Flax, 
yet I am forgotten., and the ve- 
ry Law of Nature broken. Thus 
God Complains of their baſe In- 
gratitude. 


Secondly , He Complains of their 
Tranſcendent Brutiſhneſs ,, which 
was ſuch, that it outdid the moſt 
Brutiſh amongſt Brutes. The Ox 
and the Aſs are. reckoned anzong(t 
the Dulleſt and moſt Stupid Crea- 
tures; yet, fays God, they are 
"BE worſe than theſe ; for the Ox knows 
Wb Owner, and the Aſs bis Maſter*s 
" WCrib, but Ifrael doth not know me: 
" My People doth not conſider. Theſe 
! Beaſts as Stupid as they are, yet 
1 they after their Kind own chem thar 
NfE& them, and” are ready at all 

KR 3 "Tunes. 
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Times toſubmit to and ſerve them ; 
yet, ſays God, they will not own 
me : Nay, ſays God, they will not 
fo much as conſider what I have 
done for them , that thereby the 
might be brought to own Pat, 
_—_ me. My People doth not confi. 


Ml 


Foxrthly, He that made us, can 
unmake us ; he that gave us our 
Being ,, can turn us into nothing; 
he that created us, can deftroy us ; 
he who breathed thy Soul into thy 
Body, can take it away. and throw 
it into Hell. And this is the very 
Argument our Lord Chritt makes 
uſe of, Mat. 10. 28. Fear him wha 
is avle to caſt Body and Soul inti 
Hell, All theſe Arguments do re 
falt from the Eclation we ſtand 
in to God as he 1s vur Creator, 


He made us; 


He made us aftcr his own Image. | 


He 


8 
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He makes us continually, by pre- 
ſerving us. 


And he that made us can de- 
ſtroy us, and will you forget your 
Maker 2 This will provoke htm, 
when they that are made by him 
ſeek not atter him. None ſays, Where 
is God my Maker ? job 35. v. 10. All 
Worthip, and Reſpect, and Obedi- 
ence. 1s a juſt due to God as your 
Maker : You had your Being from 
God, therefore you ihould always 
ſcek aftcr God. It is natural for 
every t:.ing to make to the place of 
its Original: Solomon ſhews it you 
in divers Inſtances: ſo does the Sun, 
It ariſcs, and goeth dovn, and baſt- 
neth to the place whence it aroſe, Fc- 
cleſ. 1. V. 5 So doth the Wind, 
It whirls about continually, and re- 
turneth a7ain to its cirrus , v. 6. 
So does the Rivers, Unto the place 
from whence they came , thither the 
do return again, v. 7. And ſhould 
not Man that is mace by God, and 
comes from God, {eek alter Don 

anc 


A Circle is the moſt perfe& Fi- 
gure, becanſe it ends where it began ; 
the laſt point meets in the firſt from 
whence it came: it is the PerfteC&tion 
of the Rational Creature, that had 
its Being from God, to ſeek after 
him, and terminate it felt in him; 
that is the ſecond Reaſon. 


Thirdly, To chuſe God betimes, 
aSit is a Duty of great concernment, 
ſo it is a Duty of great advantage, 
and benefit. Religion, however it 
is miſtaken in the World , is the 
moſt advantageous courſe any «Man 
can take; it aftords the greatelt Pro- 
miles, the richel: Comforts, and the 
fureſt Rewards : And therefore the 
Holy Ghoſt tells us, That Godlineſs 
zs profitable for all things, 1 Tim. &. 
$, and where lies the proft 2? It tells 
you in the next Words ; 1: hath.the 
promiſe of the Life that now is, that 
mcludes all good here; and of the 
Life that is to come, that. includes 

all 
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all good hereafter. But to bea little 
particular in ſhewing you the advan- 
tages of Religion. 


Firſt, If you have choſen God, 
he 1s yours for ever ; tor he becomes 
yours by your own choice. and you 
may Jay-claim to him as yours, and 
_ lay as {homas did, My Lord, 
and my God ; Or with Dawid, This 
God 1s our God, for ever and ever, 
Pialm 48. v. 14. And is noi this a 
gErcat ad vantage and benefit. ? 


Nay. you have not only a Pro- 
priety in God, but you have the ſpe- 
cial Preſence of God : However it 
may be as to that Preſence of God 
| that is Arbitrary, yet you have al- 
oy his Preſence in a Fourtfold 

21ilCo 


The Preſence of his Mercy, to 
pardon your Sins. 


The Preſence: of his Power, to 
{upport your Perſons. 


The 
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The Preſence of his Omnilſcience , 
to know your Wants. 


And the Preſence of his Goodneſs, 
to ſupply them. 


He is your God, your own God, 
as David calls him : God, even our 
own God ,, ſhall bleſs ww. A Man 
can never be /happy that has no- 
thing of his own ; and a Man can 
call nothing his own but God. All 
things elſe may be loſt , but he that 
has made ſureof God, his Right can 
never be invaded, nor his Propriety 
loſt: Mary hath choſen that good 
part, which ſhall never be taken from 
ol And is not this a Bene 

t2 ; 


Secondly, Is it not a great Beneht to 
have the Heart hxt and fiedfaſt in 
the Ways of God 2 The Cauſe of 
all Halting in Religion, is the Want 
of a Choice and Purpoſe reſolutely 
fet: The Apoſtle ſays, James 1. 
A Dowble-minded Man 1 Unſtable 


Ul. 
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in all bis Ways, Jix&vx@ A Two- * 
SouPd Man, one that has a Heart 
and a Heart , one for this way 

another for that: one for God, an 

another for the World : Such a one 
mult needs be unſtable, and of an 
inconſtant Soul; being as ready to 
depart from God, as to cloſe with 
him. But he that owns God. and 
his Ways by choice, will ſuit his 
Converſation to his Ele&tion. It he 
be {incere in his choice of 'God, that 
will make him faithtul in all his car- 
riage to God : And'therefore Joſhua, 
when he would INgage the Peoplke 
to continue faithful with God, he 
draws them on to a choice, and 
then lays that upon their Conſfci- 
K-cnce to bind them, Joſhna 24. 22. 
le are witneſſes againſt your ſelves. 
that ye have choſen the Lord, to ſerve 
him ; and they ſaid, we are witneſſes. 
It greatly ſtrengthens a Bond, when 
a Man freely binds himſelf. 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, This reſolute choice of 
God .s of great advantage in carry- 
ing on the Work of the Heavenly 
Calling with the more eaſe and de- 
light ; becauſe a choice 1s nothing 
elſe but an inclination of the Soul 
guided by Judgment, ſtrengthened 
by Reſolution , and actuated - by 
Love. Now as Judgment julſtthes 
our choice, and Reſolution makes 1t 
entire,. ſo Love makes it eahte and 
ſweet; and ſo our delight in 0- 
beying God, anſwers to the fince- 
rity of our chuling of him. 


Fourthly, This chuſing God gives 
great peace and comfort in the Ways 
of God : this is as natural as for the 
Fire to produce Heat: The Fruit 
of Righteouſneſs is Peace: As Sin 
cauſes a Sting in the Conſcience, and 
a Wound in the Soul, ſo every good 
Action done in Sincerity, hath the 
pe of the Conſcience, and 
that gives peace, and the witneſs of 
the Spirit, that brings joy and com- | 
fort: This is intended in that i» 

tne 
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the Apoſtle, Rom. 14. 7. The King- 
dom of God is Righteouſneſs, and Peace, 
and Foy, in the Holy Ghoſt, Here 
is a -double | Beneht mentioncd , 
Peace and Joy : There 1s a difference 
between them. 


Peace' 1s a tranquility of Mind 
ſpringing from the rectitude of our 
Actians. 


Joy is from the Impreſſion of the 
comforting Spirit. 


Peace 1s an acquittance from Con- 
ſcience, but Joy in the Holy Ghoſt 
is a1 acquittance from God himſelf, 
who is our Supream Judge, is 


E the beginning of that Endleſs Joy 


| 


that he has preparzd for them that 
love him. 


Fifthly, This intitles you to 2 


, future and a fuller reward ; for in 


| 
f 
; 


chuſing. God, you chuſe him for the 
future, as -well as for the preſent ; 
in chuſing the ways of God, you 
chuſe all that is intailed upon 

L them, 
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them , and that is Life and Bleſ- 


ſedneſs: So ſays Wiſdom , Whoſo 


findeth me, findeth Life. The Word 
ſets before every one of us Life and 
Death, as Moſes did to that People 
of old, Dent. 3o. 15. Now many 


.chuſe Death rather than Life : for 


they chuſe to pleaſe their Luſts, and 
to gratihe their carnal Appetite, and 
therein they chuſe Death; as Chriſt 
ſays, All they that bate me,love Death : 
But he that chuſes God , and the 
Ways of God. chuſes Life, and he 
ſhall have it ; he chuſes Endleſs Fe- 
Ilicity 1n another World, and he thall 
never be diſappointed. O the be- 
nefit of chuſing God and his Ways! 
That is a Third Thing. 


Foxrthly, The Chufing God and 
his Ways in our Youth, 1s the only 
Means to Prevent or Cure the ma- 
ny. Miſchiets that flow from our 

egle&t of it. Days of Youth are 
Days of Folly: now the Way to 


correct the Follies of Youth, is to 


be Wiſe toward God. Childhood and 
Touth areVanity, Now the Way to 
are 


) 
/ 
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Cure, this Vanity , is to be Serious 
and, Earneſt about Eternity. Youth 


is'moſt apt to be carried away by the 


Power of Luſt; hence is that Coun- 
fel of the Apoſtle, Flee Touthfut 
Luſts ; and the proper Way to flee 
from them, 1s to flee to God in 
i any for Help and Strength againſt 
tNem. 


Youth has a great Advantage a- 
gainſt Sin, had they but Wiſdom to 
Improve this now in the Text. Now 
Sin is but Budding, and therefore 
may the eaſter be Nipt ; now Cor- 
ruptions are but T'wigs, and therefore 
may ſooner be Lopt oft; now Luft 
is but Concelving, and therefore may 
more ealily be Stifled in the Birth. 
A green Wound is ſoon Cured , but 
if 1t be let alone long it may turn 
to a Gangreen that may prove In- 
curable. O my Brethren , there is 
no Age ſo fit, ſo ſuitable to the Na- 
ture of Religion, as Youth is. 


Religion is the Chriſtian Race ; 
now who Chules ay, old Man to run 
2 a 
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a Race ? Itis called a Wreliling, and 
' who will call an old Man into the 
Ring that is ready to have his Heels 
tript up by his own Age ? It i- cak 
led a Warfare, and under the Law 
the Aged were Diſcharged from 
War, to ſhew that 1t 1s the pro- 
per Work of Youth. Reheton 1s a 
Calling. a Eigh, a Holy, a Heavenly 
Calling. Now Youth 6 the fitteſt 
Seaſon for Chuling any Calling ; and 
therefore the Text bids us to Chute 


the Heavenly Calling , by Chuling 
God in the Days of our Choice. 


The Chuſing of worldly Thins 
rſt ſhuts God out of our Thoughts, 
and Senſual Objects quickly draw 
the Heart from God: therefor 
you ſhould Chuſe God firft ; that b 
the Fourth Thing. 


Fifthly, C To name no more ) 
No Man knows how ſoon his Day 
of Grace may be paſt, therefore he 
ought to Chuſe God betimes. The 
"Seaſons of your Cloſing with God 


are Arbitrary. Salvation is not A 
| 
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be had when you will, but when 
God will; and God's Will is that 
ou ſhould ſeek after it now in your 
Yourh. God hath his ſet Time of 
finding ; Seek, the Lord while he may 
be found, [EA 55e 6+ And let me 
tell you, it God's Time be once paſt, 
though you ſeek him you will never 
find him; They ſhall ſeekme Early, 
but they ſhall not find me, Prov, 1. 28. 
I fay this is the very thing, that 
moſt periſh upon their ſlighting of 
God's Time. Eſau he would have 
had- the Bleſſing, but alas he came 
too late, he mifſed the Seaſon, Heb. 
12.6. The Fooliſh Virgins would 
fain have entred in, but when they 
ſhould have entred, their Oil was to 
Get ; and when they would have 
entred, the Door was Shut; You 
{ſhould therefore Chuſe God betimes, 
becauſe you know not how ſoon the 
Day of Grace may be paſt. Theſe. 
are the Reaſons of the Point. . 


And now I come to the Applica- 
tion, and I ſhall make but two Utes , 


of it. | 
| BY One 
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One by Way of Trial : And, 
The other by Way of Counſel. 


Firſt, By Way of Trial; yon 
have heard, Young Ones, what your 
Duty is; to begin with God in 
the firſt Place, and make him the 
Obje&t of your Choice. Now the 
Queſtion I would ask you, is,. what 
haveyou done in this Matter ? You 
that are in your Youth, and Prime 
of your Days, what have you done 
in this Matter > Now is your chu- 
{ing time, pray what Choice have 
you made ? It is a needful Queſti- 
on, God help you to anſwer. it. in 

own. Hearts. One Chules this 
Imploy, another that.; one Chules 
to £0 to Sea, another Chulſes to tar 
ry. on Shore; one Chuſfes.this.Cal- 
ling, another Chuſes that ; but have 

u Choſen God. to. be your God? 

ave you ever made that Choice ? 
It was David's Queſtion to the Eg yp- 
tran. © Sam. 3O. I4. To whom ber 

| longeft thou © To whom velogge) 
OU 
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thou, Young. Ones, to whom dv 
you belong 2 Pray, do you belong 
toGod 2 Why, you will fay, how 
may. I know” this? It cawt be 
known @ Priori, as wel2y, by God's 
Chufting of you, that 1s an Iinmi- 
nent Aﬀt, and Imminent Acs 
cannot give Evidence,. they Prove 
nothing: therefore it mult © be 
known a Poſteriori, by ſome Subſe- 
quent Act of our own. 


There are two Ways of being the 
Lord's People, but there is bur one 
Way of knowing it ; weare made 
his both by his Act and our own : 
by his EleCting of us, and by our 
Ele&ing of him. Now we .cannot 
know that we are God's by his A&&+, 
by his.Chufing of us; but we may 
know it by our AC, by our Chu- 
ſing of him. This is. the Queſtion 
thatT would: put to you ; have you . 
ſeriouſly Choſen God to be your God? 
Did: you ever make this Choice ? 
This mult be before any one can 
lay a true Claim.to hum. God will 
never be yours ( let me tell you ) 

| with- 
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without your own Choice. Now 
have you ever Choſen God 2? I do 
not mean at a Preſent Pinch ; it may 
be under the Checks of Conſcience, 
or in' ſome Preſent Diſtreſs, many 
will take God to be their God, but 
this Choice ſeldom comes to any 
thing, it laſts but till the Storm is 
over, and the Diſtreſs removed ; 
but have you ever choſe God inthe 
Sence Deſcribed 2 Have you Choſen 
him by a Deliberate Act of the Will 
Guided by Judgment , and with 
full Purpoſe of Heart to -- cleave 
to God ? How ſhal I know this, 
you will ſay 2 Briefly, there are di- 
vers Ways by which it may be 
known ; I will name but Two or 
Three. It may be known, 


Firſt, By a Self-dedication and de- 
voting of your ſelves to he the 
Lord's. Whenever the Soul truly 
Chuſes God tor his God, it is ak 
ways accompanied with a Self-de- 
dication to God. So it - 15 faid of 
thoſe Macedonians, 2 Cor, 8. 5, They 

gave themſelves to the Lerd. _ 
| Wilat 
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what can you ſay tothis? Have you 
ever glven up your ſelves to be the 
Lord's, ofoiving to live In an Intire 
Submuthon to his Will : Have you 
ever made a Solemn Covenant be- 
tween God and your own [Souls ; 
that God ſhall be your God, and 
that you, through his Grace, will 
be his? Why, if ſo, then you have 
Choſen God, and he is your Gead. 


Secondly, It may be known by 
your Behaviour in Reference to Sin. 
When you are Tempted to any Sin, 
either by Satan, or by your own 
Luſts, what do you do2 Do you 
give Way to it, or do you run to 
Chriſt for Strength againſt it 2 Do 
you Comply with it, or do you Re- 
fiſt it 2 Do yon Countenance or 
Curb it ? Is it Loved or Hated ? 
This is no hard Caſe to Determine, 
every Child can tell what he Loves, 
and what he Hates. No one that 
Eives in the Love of any known 
Sin, can fay that ever he hath Cho- 
ten God ; mind it, any one Luſt 
tadulged, will certainly contute this 

claim : 
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claim: For where Sin is Loved, 
there it Reigns, and where Sin 
Reigns, God 1s Diſowned : And can 
any one Diſown God, and yet fay 
5, hath Choſen God ? It cannot 


Thirdly, Tt may be known by 
your Obedience: He that Chuſes 
God for his chief. Good, Chuſes 
him for his only 'Lord, and that 
neceſlarily inferrs Obedience to him 
In all things. So fays the Apoſtle, 
His Servants ye are whom ye obey, 
Rome. 6.16. Many make their Boat 
of God, and Claim a Propriety in 
him, but whom do you obey ? Pray 
mind that; doth the Fleſh bear 
ſway? Doth Pride reign? Do 
youthful Luſts and Vanities com- 
mand the Heart 2 Why then Ite)l 
you, God was never the Obje& of 
your Choice; you may. Profeſs him, 
and Talk of God, but you have 
never Choſen God for your God. It 
is not Profefſion, but AﬀeCtion and 
Action that muſt warrant our Titlc 
to God. 

David, 
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David. P\{alm 119. 94. tells God, 
T am thine, Lord, I am thine. Ay, 
but how does he prove it 2 Why, 
ſays he, 1 have {ought thy Precepts. 
Pray mind, he does not only fay, I 
have kept [thy Precepts, I have done 
them, but 1 have ſought them : 
Now to ſeek them .is much more 


than barely to do them. *'It implies 
Four Things. 


Firſt, An earneſt Deſire to know 
them; and that is a great Evidence 
of an upright Heart, and a ſincere 


Love to God, to be Inquilitive into 
the Will of God. 


Secondly, It implies an Aﬀection 
andReſpe& ; no Man ſeeks what he 
doth not Love : T have Reſped (ſays 
David ) to all thy Commandments, 


Thirdly, 1t implies a conftant En- 
deavour to Practice them : for the 
end of ſeeking is keeping ; we ſeek 
to know his Will, that we may do 


it ; and therefore ſeeking and keep- 
ing 
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ing are put together. Pſalm 119. 2. 
Bl eſſe are they that kgep hisTeſtimonies, 
and that ſeek him with the whole 
Heart. i 


Foxrthly, It implies carneft Delires 
after higher Meaſures of Grace. . for 
the bettering of our Obedience ; 
this is ſeeking. Now ſuch a ſeeking 
is a ſure Evidence of your chufing of 
God. O therefore that I could pre- 
vall with Young Ones to come to 
the Trial in this Matter, whether 
everyou have really choſen God or 
no! And TI tell you why TI urge it ; 


for Three Reaſons. 


Firft, Becauſe it 15 about the moſt 
concerning Caſe in the World ; as it 
is the greateſt Duty in the World to 
ſeek after God, 1o it is the greatefk 
Priviledge in the World to know my 
Intereſt in God 3 therefore it is'a 
Matter worth Inquiring into. What 
if all the World were thine ? If God 
benot thine, you are undone; and 
will you not know whether he be 
YOUrs Or No ? 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, 1 urge it . becauſe of the 
Treachery and Deceitfulneſs of your 
Hearts ; The Heart 3s Deceitful a- 
bove all things; (the Prophet ſays 
{o) in Young Ones eſpecially, and 
in nothing more than in this Mat- 
ter, How fondly and preſumptu- 
ouſly do many Boaſt of their Pro- 
priety in God, when alas they have 
no mauner of Intereft in him ? It 
was the very Caſe of Laodicea, She 
thought her ſelf Rich, Increaſed in 
Gosds, and that ſhe ftood in need of 
nothing, when at the ſame time ſhe 
needed all things, and was Wretch- 
ed and Miſerable. 


The Apoſlle ſays, If any Man think, 
himſelf Something - when he is No- 


ng , be deceives himſelf ; and the 
Realon why many are thus Decei- 


ved, is becauſe they truſt to their 
own flattering Opinion, and are not 
ſenſible what a cheating Impoſtor 
they carry in their own Boſoms. 
Pride and Selt-love will never believe 
any thing aganſi bh and ſo it taxes 
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that. for granted, which ought to be 
proved; and ſhould we not Try in 
this Matter ? 


Thirdly, A well-grounded Evi- 
dence of our Interett in God, is 
that which will comfort us when 
nothing elſe in the World can ; that 
is, in a dying Hour; then is the 
time when- all other Comforts will 
certainly fail, - when a Man looks 
upon himſelt as Launching into a- 
nother World, and begins to conh- 
der in Earneſt what {hall become 
of his Precious Soul ; how terrify- 
ing muſt ſuch Thoughts be to him 
that has no Evidence of his Inte- 
reſt in God ? Nothing but this 
can ſupport the Soul at ſuch a time. 
Tt is this your chuting God that will 
Inable you to Triumph over Death, 
and the Grave, to ſay with the Apo- 
file, O Death, where is thy Sting ? 
O Grave, where # thy Viftory 2 It is 
true, natural Fears may be ſtrong, 
and the Thoughts of Diffolution 
may ſhake us, but a well-grounded 
Evidence of our Intereſt in God will 
not- 
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notwithſtanding _ carry us. through 
all. 


What would. one- give when he 
lies upon.a Dying Bed, for one good 
ground of Hope that God is his ? 
Why now 1s the time .to bring 
this Matter to a good: Iſſue : Now 
is your time 2 and . therefore It is 
highly Neceflary you ſhould put this 
Matter upon Trial, whether God 
-—* or no. So much for that. 
ute. 


The next Uſe ſhall be by. Way of 
Counſel and Exhortation, -and I. 
would ſpeak to it it two Branches. - 


Firſt, To ſvch of you, Young 
Ones, that have never yet choſen 
God ; that have never remembred 
God in the Days of your Choice. 


And then to them that have done 
0. 


Firſt, To thoſe Young Ones that 
never as yet have choſen God for 
M 2 tnelrs, 
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theirs., but have lived without God 
in the World to this Day ; I would 
ſay to you as Elihu ſaid, 7ob 34. 
4s Let us chuſe to our ſelves Jud rment, 
that we may kiow what is good, To 
chuſe Judgment, is to chuſe judici- 
ouſly, with mature deliberation ; 
that 1s the way to know what is 
good. The reaſon why ſo many 
put Darknets for Light, and Light 
for Darkneſs, Bitter for Sweet, and 
Sweet for Bitter, it is for want of 
chulting in Judgment, and ſo know- 
ig what they chuſe. Now my 
Meflage to you this Day is, to dil- 
chargetthis Duty ; you Young Ones, 
God hath ſent me this Day to ſpeak 
to you ; you that have yet ſcen but 
the Third Hour of the Day, .Iam 
fent this Day to you, you are called 
in the Name of the God that made 
you, and put Breath ito your No- 
firils: in the Name of the Lord 
Chritt, who ſhed his Blood to redeem 
you from Sin and Hell: In hts 
Name I now - ſpeak, this Call 1s 
from him, and the Buſineſs you are 
called to, is to be ſo kind to your 
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own Souls, as to take God in Chriſt 
from this Day for your God ; re- 
member to 'chuſe- God now in 
your chuling Days. When thou chu- 


ſeſt a Calling, by which to main- 
tain thy ſelf ; when thou chuſeſt a 


Wife, with whom to ſpend thy 


Days, O then be ſure above all chu- 
{ing, . chuſe God to be thy God. 


I might multiply Motives to preſs 
this Duty upon you : Take a few. 


Firſt, Your giving your ſelves to 
God, it is but- paying a Debt, a 
Juſt Debt ; what Paul ſays of Phi- 
lemon, God may ſay much more to 

Thou oweſt to me even thy ori 


u 
ſelf: For whence came you? Where 


had you your ſclves, but from him, 
the Origin of-all Being 2 Therefore 
*tis: but Juſtice to let God have his 
own. God gave you your {clves, 
but let-me te} you, he did not give 


you a Propriety m your fclves ; 


that is a Right God cannot part 
with ; therefore you are not your 
own, nor can you be: God- gave: 

M3 YOu. 
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you a Life, he gave you a Soul, he 
2ave you Underſtanding, hegave you 
a Will, he gave you a Conſcience, 
he gave you Afﬀections, he gave you 
all things, but for what intent 2 Not 
to eftablith a Dominion in your own 
Perſons, but only a Stewardſhip, 
and a courſe of Service ; you are not 
Lords of your own Lives, but Keep- 
ers of them for God; therefore ſays 
the Apolile, It we live, we are to 
live to the Lord, for no-Man hves to 
himſelf. 


Secondly , Conſider how fieely 
God offers. himſelf to be yours ; the 
Arms of his Mercy they are opened 
to-embrace yu and heis ready to 
forgive and forget alk that is paſt, 
whatever thy Sins are, or have been : 
He calls Heaven and Earth to-record, 
that it you miſcarry, the blame is not 
in him; you have his Oath, that 
he takes ns. Pleaſure in the Death o 
@ Sinner ; and therei-re he calls fo 
earnelily.. Tzrn ye, turn je, why will 
ye die? Now pray , what anſwer 
can you make, if ſuch Ln ” 
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God, and ſuch Bowels of Love, 
ſhould be ungratefully flighted ? 


4+: birdly, Conlider - the Deſign of 
Chriſt: The great Delign of Chriſt, 
in what he hath done, and what he 
is doing; he hath ſtood in your 
ſtead to bear the Wrath of God, 


which you and I muſt elſe have 
born for eyer. Fn 


"gt" you heard Chriſt ſaying to 
ou? ul, why (thinkeſt thou) did 
2 take up thy Nature ? Wity was 
gwilt charged upon me? Why was Z 
aumbred amongſt the Tranſgreſſors ? 
Why was made 2 Man of Sorrows ? 
Why was my Hands nailed, my Side 
pierced, my Head crowned with 
Thorhs ? Why was my deareſt 
Blood poured out 2 What canli thou 
conceive {honld move me to under- 
eo the bitter, the accurſed Death of 
the Croſs, if not to fave thee from 
thy Sins, and bring thee to God ? 
And haſt thou no need of a Chrilt 
now, and of his. Righteouſneſs ? 
Why, fays he, L am ready at thy 

Call, 
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Call, ſpeak and tell me what thou 
Siixel > I am now in Heaven, at 
my Father's Right Hand ready to re- 
lieve thee ; ask what thou wik, < 
will preſent thy Prayers to my Fa 
ther, perfumed with my Righteouſ- 
neſs, and they ſhall all be granted. 
O what Encouragement ſhould this 
be to come to Chriſt! Go th 
way, Young One, take thy Lite 
in thy Hand, as once Eſther did; 
reſent thy Petition, and ſay with 
er, If I find favour in thine Eyes, 
let my - be goes at my requeſt : Let. | 
a live by a Saving Intereſt*in 
od. 


Foxrthly, Confider what Joy thy 
chuling of, and' cloling with God 
betimes, will cauſe in Heaven : I 
tell you, there 1s not the Youngeſt, 
the Meaneit of you, but you may, 
help to fill all: the Angels in Heaven 
with Joy. How is that 2 Why.take- 
God for your God, and it will be ſo. 
O how theſe Noble Creatures tris 
umph to fee the leatft increaſe. of 
Chrilt's Kingdom ! If there be but 

one 
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one Lamb, one Young One in all this 
Aﬀembly added to the Flock of 
Chriſt this Day, all the Angels in 
Heaven will rejoice,” Ay, all the. 4n- 
gels in Heaven ; nay. it will be the 
Day of the very Gladneſs of Chriſt's 
Heart ; For as the Bridegroom rejotces 
over his Bride, fs ſhall thy God rejoice 
over thce, Ia. 62. 5. 


Fithly, Conſider how uncertain 
the meaſure of thy L:fe is: thou 
mayelt think to hve many Years, 
and yet may*'it die ſoon: How 
many have you gone after to the 
. Grave, that came after you into the 
World ? fob fays, ({pcaking of the 
Sinner) The mmber of his Months are 
cut off in the midſt, Job 21.21. Itis 
not only a Deſcription of Death, but 
ef Early Death ; an immature Death 
is the cutting off our Months in the 
midft ; this is that David oO, 
Take me not away in the midſt of my 
Days : As our Times are in God's 
Hand, in regard of the event of 
them, ſo they are in regard of the 
tkngth of them ; either God may 

not 
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not give thee time to grow old, or 
not a heart to repent when- thon 
art old: When ſo many offers of 
Grace are refuſed, and ſo many mo- 
tions.of the Spirit refiltted by thee, I 
tell thee thy heart is in great danger 
of being for ever hardened. 


How many Young Ones are now 
awake, and that for ever, in Endleſs 
Flames, that would never open their 
Eyes to ſee their danger till they 
came thither ? 


That is an aweful Word, Pſalm 
3. 9. Before your Pots can feel the 


Thorns, he ſhall take them away,. 4s © 
with a Whirlwind, both living, and 
in by Wrath. 


[ Before your Pots can feel the 
Thorns: ] Thatis, before you have 
any real Sence of your danger. To. 
what ſhall I compare the Miſeries'of - 
Young Ones, that are taken away 
ſo often in the midi of all their 
Pleaſure, before ever they. thought 
of Death? It isa thing ſad , be- 

| yond 
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yond compariſon, beyond all ex- 
preſlion: Have you then, Young 
Ones, no pity for your Souls ? Or 
do you reſolve not to prepare for 
the Tryal , till the Aflizes come, 
and the Judge fits on the Bench 2? 


if we had a certain knowledge 
from Heaven. that this was the laſt 
Sermon we {ſhould ever hear, that 
this was the Laſt Call to Remember 
our Creator that God would ever al- 
low us, that we ſhould be in ano- 
ther World before another Day 
comes about, with how many Tears 
ſhould we bewail our Folly of neg- 


Þ leding God ? And how ſhould we 
Trend the Heaven with Cries, that 


God would own us, and help us to 
own him; and that he would re- 
prieve us a little longer, that we 
might make ſure of an Intereſt in 
him, before we go hence, and be no 
more? And why ſhould we not . 
do ſo now, ſeeing we know not 


the day nor hour when the Son of Man 
will come £ 


The 
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The Lord awaken Young Ones 
( for none elſe can awaken them) 
and perſwade them to ſeek after 
God babies : O that you would be 
perſwaded to this! He is the moſt 
Eligible Object in the World; they 
that have choſen him will tell you 
ſo, they have found him ſo; you 
will never have cauſe to repent of 
your Choice; you may have cauſe to 
repent of other Choices. None ever 
made a carnal Choice, but he repen- 
ted firſt or laſt ; either here, with a 
godly Sorrow, whilſt Matters were 
capable of retrieving ; or in Eternal 
Miſery, where there is Repentance 
without returning : But who ever 
repented of chuſing God 2 Name 
one that ever did : Job ence curſed 
the Day of his Birth, but who ever 
curſed the Day of his New. Birth ? 
Who ever. xepented of his cloſing 
with Chriſt, or of his being ſancih- 
ed and made like God ? 


When 
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When Death comes, then the 
Cry begins among(t Carnal Sinners ; 
How have I hated Inſtruction ! How 
have I forgotten God, and my Ercr- 
nal Intereſt! How have I + "lag 


Lying Vanitzes, to the forſaking of 


my own Mercies  O this Flatterin 
World ! How hath it deceived an 
undone me ! This will be your cr 
when you come to a Sick Bcd, 
Now did you ever hear any one ſay, 
I have choſen God, but God hath 


deceived me ? I have ventured my 


Soul upon the Lord Chriſt for Par- 


don, for Righteouſneſs, and Chriſt 
hath deceived. me ? I have choſen 
the Way of Holineſs, - and that hath 
deceived and miſled me 2 Did you 
ever hear ſuch a Complaint 2 No, 
nor never {hall. 


Ariſe then, Young Ones; in the 
Name of, the Lord, I ſay to thee, 
ariſe, and ſhake your ſelves from 
the Duſt and Vanities of Youth, be- 
take your ſelves out of hand to God 
in Chriſt, make Religion your Buſt- 
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neſs, whatever you do, for the 
Lord's fake; this will make you a 
BlefMing in your Generation. | 


Truly, let me tell you, the Days 

we live in, calls aloud upon you 
Youth, in this Matter ; we are in 
declining times, ſad times, for Re- 
ligion it loſes ground apace in this 
Age ; and if God donot fiir up the 
Young Generation to keep up Reli- 
S10n, TI tell you it will be quite loft 
4n the next. O therefore, that you 
would reſolve to devote your ſelves 
heartily and betimes to the Lord ! 
Never think it too ſoon to ſeek him, 
nor too long to ſerve him : You will 
not count a whole Eternity too 
long for your own Happineſs, do 
not therefore count your whole 
Life too much for God's Service, I 
had thought to have laid down ſome 
Directions for your guidance and 
help in this great Duty of- chuſing 
gk I will but name Fiye or 
1X, 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, Labour for a deep Sence of 
your Natural State; this furthers 
the Work. No Man comes: to 
Chriſt till be is weary and heavy la- 
den; and that no one is, or can be, 
till a Sence of Sin, and of his Na- 
tural State, makes him ſo. 


* S&econdly, Another ſhould have 
been this: Whenever the Spirit of 
the Lord ſtrives with you, carry it - 
becomingly to him, eſpecially in 
Two Things : 


Labour to know his Striving Sea- 
ſons: And, . 


Labour to cheriſh all his Motions. - 
Then, 


Thirdly, T would have ſaid, Do 
not conſult Fleſh and Blood on the 
one hand, nor give ear to the Sug- 
_ of Satan on the other, for 

will always draw you from God. 


N 2 Fourth. 


"_ 
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Foxrthly, Do not put off this 
Work of chuſing God from time 
to time, but reſolve to ſet upon 


it now without any more d- ay. 
And, 


Fifthly, Beſure ſhun the Converſa- 
tion of fuch as Deride and Scoff at 
ſerious Godlineſs, and ſuch as deny 
all Revealed Religion; it will be 
the Undoing of your Souls elſe : 
And then I would have ſaid, 


Laſtly, Beg the renewing Grace of ' 
God to carry on all. Fear and. 
Shame may conceal a Sinner, Mo- * 
rality may varniſh him, but it is * 
only renewing Grace can change 
- him, and bring him to chuſe God + 
for his God. 


And then I would have ſpoken 
to the Second Branch of the Ex- 
hortation ; that is, to ſuch of you 
as have choſen God in your Early 
Days. I am perſwaded I ſpeak to 
many ſuch this Day; many Young 
| Ones, 
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Ones, who have choſen God in their 
chtfne Time. Why, 


\ 

Firft, Bleſs God : O bleſs him, 
magnihe his Grace, who hath coun- 
ſelled and inclined your Hearts to 
this! When Parid had choſen God 
for his Porticn, he preſently cries 
out, 1 will bleſs the Lord , who hath 

wen me Counſel, Pſal. 16.7. O 

irs | What a bleſſed Thing 1s it to 
be an carly Convert, to be an early 
Chriftian ? It is not only Matter of 
Comfort to you, but I tell you, it 1s 
a Comfort to your poor Miniſters. 
How do they Rejoice when they can 
beget one Soul to Chriſt ? What ſays 


4 - Pax! to the Philippians, to whom 


God had bleſſed his Miniſtry, in 
their Converſion, Te are our Crown, 
end our foy, Phil. 4. r. And again 
to them, 1 Theſ. 2. 20. Te are oxr * 
Glory, and our Joy; we bleſs God 
that bleſſeth us to bring in any one 
of you to Chriſt. | 


O that every Young One in this 
Place were of this Number 1 You are 
Our 


ee 
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our Comfort that God has ſome to 
keep up Religion when,cweaure 
Dead and Gone, ﬀ W. 


You are a Comfort - likewiſe to 
your Godly Parents, that can in you 
{ce the Return of many Prayers, 
and that they can. now Die with _ 
Comfort, becauſe they leave you 
their Children, to Walk in the Steps 
of your Fathers, and to Honor God 
when they are gone to Heaven. O 
it 1s a bleſſed Sight to ſee Young Ones 
Walk with God ! Therefore bleſs 
God for inclining . your Hearts to 
this, whilſt you have a Day to Live: 


Secondly, Let it be your Care to 
xenew your Choice of God every + 
Day ; renew your choice of God dai- + 

Y, -and alſo the Dedication of your 
| ſelves unto God: Our firſt Dedicati- 
on is not enough, though it may be 
Sincere ; therefore it muſt be Impro- 
ved by repeated Acts: We ſhould 
. be often renewing our Choice of 
the Lord, and ſhould think it not 
enough to be the Lord's, but = 
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ſhould labour tobe more the Lord's: Fg 2 
for let metell you, though God can®© » bit 
not, be more ours, yet we may be 
meſfe his ; and one Excellent Way: "84: 
f* be ſo, 15 by chuſing God, and + 
dedicating our ſelves to God. Fon 
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Laſtly, Live as they that haye 
choten God' for their God ; your 
_ claim is hight; let your carriage be 
anſ{werable. In ſhort, if you have 
indeed choſen God, and have gi- 
ven up your ſelves to him, make 
It appear, let it be known, prove it 
by all Acts proper to ſuch a Privi- 
ledge. How is that ? By daily put- 
ting off the Old Man, ana putting on 
the New ; by Dying more to Sin, and 
Living more to Righteouſneſs, giving 
ap your ſclves to the” Condutt and 
Leadings of the Spirit, to be guided 
by him in all his Motions, making 
the Word of God the whole Rule 
of your Lives, labouring in all 
things to Walk worthy of God, who 
hath called you to by Kingdom anil 
Glory; and in ſo doing you will. 


have 


i 


Fare evidence, that you have 
£d this Call of God in the Text, 


mbher now thy Creator in the Days 
| thy Chotce. bi 
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P* 8, line 18. h ome, rec] Jametang 
P. 9. 1.16. r, ſtighty. p. 21. 1. 23. I. 
ruine, r. mind, p. 32. 1. 20. r. when Chriſt 


- touched. -Þ. 34. 1. 16. I. not known. Pe 62+ 
I. 21, I. ſo ſay I 
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